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H E importance of the ſubject treated of, 
and the rank which it holds in the word of 
God, amongſt the doctrines, and duties of chriſti- 
anity: the backwardneſs of mankind to attend to 
it, in proportion to that importance; and an ap- 
prehenſion that it is not inſiſted on, either from 
the pulpit or the preſs, ſo frequently and ſtrenu- 
ouſly in our times, as it was in the days of the 
apoſtles; form, collectively, the reaſons which 
induced me to this publication. Much ignorance, 
| and various hurtful and perplexing miſtakes and 
difficulties about repentance, may be obſerved, 
both amongſt profeſſors of ſerious godlineſs, and 
others: I therefore thought, that it might not be 
unſeaſonable, or unprofitable, to publiſh a dit- 
courſe upon the ſubject, 


My firſt intention was only to ſend to the preſs 
the ſubſtance of a ſermon, I had repeatedly preach- 
ed: but the ſame reaſons influenced me, upon 
mature conſideration, to complete the deſign, as 
far as I was capable: though the fize and price 
are both by that means encreaſed. 


Some paſlages may be judged to bear hard upon 
certain popular ſentiments, and current ſpecics of 
religion. I have, indeed, very plainly ſpoken 
my mind reſpecting ſeveral things, which I am 
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convinced are detrimental to the cauſe of pure re- 
ligion: but 1 hope, I have not tranſgreded the 
rules of meekneſs and candour. Even wiſe and 
good men, in their zeal for one part of divine truth, 


may drop unguarded expreſſions, that may bear an 


interpretation injurious to another part of equal 


importance; and thus, undeſignedly, by their 


reputation, give ſanction to error. This, our. 
artful and watchful enemy will be ſure to obſerve, 
and make his advantage of, in oppoſing true re- 
ligion: whereby ſome may be deceived, others. 
hardened, and religion itſelf-expoſed to.contempt- 
and · reproach. 


It behoves, then, other friends of religion, 
who are witneſſes of ſuch perverſions, to oppoſe, 
and obviate them: nor muſt the reputation of 
ſome, or the cenſure of others amongſt their fel-. 
low-ſervants be regarded, when the glory of God, 
the intereſts of religion, and the ſalvation of ſouls 
are at ſtake. Were ſome pious men, now in 
glory, to return on earth, and witneſs the abuſe 
that has been made of ſome indiſcreet expreſſions 
they employed, they would be the firſt to approve 
our endeavours, to counteract their fatal tendency. 
With all plainneſs and freedom, I would plead 
the cauſe of truth and holineſs; but would give 
no needleſs offence to any man. May that God, 
whom I would ſerve with my ſpirit, in the goſpel 


of his Son, powerfully ſucceed this feeble attempt; 


to promote his glory, in the ſalvation of ſouls! 
a G THOMAS SCOTT.. 
OLxev, Feb. 2, 1785, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


H Ey Chriſtian Religion, as St. Paul preach- 

ed it both to Jews and Gentiles, conſiſts of 
« repentance towards God, and faith towards 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; ” and is therefore proper 
ly called the religion of a ſinner; for none but 
{1nners need repentance, or faith in a mediator, 
or that forgiveneſs of fins, which through him is 
preached to all, that believe. 


This conſideration ought carefully to be attend- 
ed to: Jeſus Chriſt “came not to call“ the 
righteous, but ſinners to repentance: “ and if men 
loſe fight of this peculiarity of the goſpel, they 
will miſtake in a fundamental concern, and be 
offended with thoſe miniſters, who alone addrets 
them in a ſcriptural method. Our buſineſs, 2. 
preachers of the goſpel, is not with men merely as 
rational agents, but with men as ſinners. We 
muſt not addreſs them, as if they were newly en- 
tered on a ſtate of trial, were as vet free from all 
blame, and were at laſt to ſtand or fall according 
to their future good or bad behaviour; and on!» 
needed to be inſtructed in their duty, and excited 
to perform it. This is not the ſtate of the 
Even the moſt moral, reſpectable, and amiable of 
mankind are ſinners, condemned ſinners. In this 
light the word of God conſiders us, and informs 
(not what good thing we may do to inherit 
eternal life, but) what we muſt do to be favet 
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from impending ruin; whither a ſinner may | 


flce from the wrath to come.” And thus muſt 


the faithful miniſter addreſs his hearers, calling 1 
upon them as ſinners, to repent, and believe the 


goſpel. | 


© By one man fin entered into the world, and 
death by ſin; and ſo death paſſed upon all 
* men*,” In conſequence of the awful ſentence, 
«« Duſt thou art, and to duſt thou ſhall return,” 
millions through ſucceſſive generations have yield- 
ed to the ſtroke: all the former inhabitants of the 
earth are ſwept into the grave by one general exe- 


cution: many are at this moment experiencing 


the agonies of death: numbers are bewailing their 
departed and departing friends and relatives. 
We too feel the conſequences of ſin in our own 
perſonal pains and ſickneſs, which are the fore- 
runners and earneſt of our diſſolution: we too 
mult have the ſentence executed upon us in all its 
rigour. The wiſeſt cannot elude, the ſtrongeſt 
cannot reſiſt; nor can the richeſt purchaſe ex- 
emption from it. 


The conſtant and extenſive ravages of death 


are in themſelves extremely affecting to the con- 

|| fiderate ſpectator : but become more fo when we 
reflect, that as certainly, as when a malefactor is 

| dragged from priſon, and executed on a ſcaffold, 

he dies for breaking the laws of the land: fo cer- 

| tainly, when a finner dies, he dies for breaking 


| | the law of God. 
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Had ſin and death been hitherto equally un- 
known to mankind; and now in our days had fin 
firſt made its entrance: immediately upon man's 
rebellion had we heard the ſentence audibly and 
ſolemnly denounced ; ** Duſt ye are, and to duſt 
ye ſhall return:” had fevers, dropſies, palſies,, 
apoplexies, conſumptions, and other mortal diſ- 
eaſes on the one hand; earthquakes, famines, and 
wars on the other, ſuddenly begun to ſpread de- 
ſolation through families, villages, cities, and 
kingdoms, among the guilty alone: ſhould we 
behold at once multitudes dead, and multitudes 
in the agonies of death, the reit mourning over 
their beloved friends, and trembling for them 
ſelves (like Egypt when there was not a houſe, in. 
which there was not one dead): the connection 
betwixt tranſgreſſing the divine law, and being 
puniſhed with death, might be more affecting, not 
more certain than it is;. though ſeldom ſeriouſly 
laid to heart by us. | 


Or were men in general free from ſin; but from- 


time to time one and another tranſgreſſed; who 


immediately upon tranſgreſſing, were puniſhed by 


: 


death, ( according to examples of vindictive juſtice 


{ recorded in the ſcriptures), the connexion would 
j be more attended to, but not more certain than at 
"preſent; when, „ becauſe ſentence againſt an evil 
work is not executed ſpeedily, the hearts of the 
> *.ſons of men are wholly ſet in them to do eyil®,” 


® Eccleſ. viii. 11. 


But. 
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But as all have ſinned, and all die, and things 
have gone on ſo for many generations, death is 
conſidered as a thing of courſe: we live in the 
midſt of its devaſtat ions without horror, or uneaſy 
reflect ions; enquire little why it is ſo? or what 
the conſequence will be? Like ſoldiers, who grow 
inured to ſcenes of blood, and inſenſible to dan- 
ger, through being familiar with them. 


But this, ſolemn and alarming as it is, forms 
but a ſmall part of the ſentence of condemnation 
which we lie under. Our Lord warns us, not 
*« to fear them that kill the body, and after that, 
* have no more that they can do; but to fear 
* him, who is able to deſtroy both body and tout 
ein hell.” In compariſon with this effect of di- 
vine wrath, the worſt that men can do to us, is 
not, in the judgment of the Son of God, worthy 
our fear. Yet the bare recital of thoſe tortures, 
which the cruelty of man hath invented, and in- 
flicted in killing the body, is fufficient to chill 
our very blood: how dreadful therefore mult they 
have been to thole who endured them ! And what 
then mult that miſery be, compared with which 
the other is not worth a fear? Yet to this awful 
deſtruction are all condemned, for breaking the 
law, and rehelling againſt the authority of our 
Creator, as will be ſhewn hereafter. 


Imagine to yourſelves a company of condemned 
criminals in a dungeon, A warrant arrives, one 


is taken from them, they ſee him no more, nor 
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7 what becomes of him; and do not readily believe 
any reports which reach them, of the tortures he 


* endured, and the pains he ſuffered: another is thus 


taken from them, and another. The remainder 
* ſtill ſuppoſe that their companions are only re- 
leaſed from the miſeries of a dungeon; and expect 
their own turn merely as a ſimilar deliverance, 


All this time, however, certain meſſengers from 


the king earneſtly perſuade them, to ſubmit, aſk 
| forgiveneſs, and accept of mercy. A few are pre- 
$ vailed upon, and diſmiſſed :. but the reſt ſeeing 

no difference hetwixt thoſe, who are taken from 

chem by a warrant, and thoſe who are ſet at liberty 

with a pardon, perſiſt in their obſtinacy, and 
| treat all perſuaſion with neglect and contempt. 


This is the exact repreſentation of the condi- 
tion men are in. Death removes our friends and 
neighbours, one by one: we ſee not how they fare 
in another world; nor are diſpoſed to believe that 
they lift up their eyes in hell, being in torments ; 
(though this is indeed the awful condition of all 
who die impenitent.) Our turn will ſhortly come; 


but we are ſeldom duly apprehenſive about the 


conſequences. *© All things happen alike to all; 
& as dieth the finner, ſo dieth the righteous :*? 
each is releaſed from the evils of life; faith alone 
can follow the one to heaven, and the other 
to hell: but all men have not faith; therefore the 


1 


maoſt treat with neglect and contempt the preach- 
1 ers of the goſpel, who inform them of. their dan 


ger, 


[0-1 


ger, and in God's name, call upon them to repert, 


believe, and be ſaved, 


But, beloved, though much grieved and diſcou-— 


raged by this neglect, we muſt not deſiſt, nor 
would we deſpair of ſucceſs, Let me beſeech you 
then to keep in your mind theſe ſolemn and impor- 
tant truths, whilſt with all ſeriouſneſs, earneſtneſs, 
and melting compaſſion, I addreſs you as con- 
demned ſinners, in danger of eternal miſery, We 
muſt take God's part againſt you, and vindicate 
his juſtice in that awful ſentence he hath denounc- 
ed: but we can ſympathize with you, and weep 
over you, and long after you in the bowels of 
Teſas Chriſt. We alſo were involved in the 
ſame guilt, and under the ſame condemnation : 
we were equally ſecure, and obſtinate in fin, 
and equally negligent of ſalyation, But being 
now, through God's mercy, made ſenſible of our 
guilt and danger; having, upon repentance found 
forgiveneſs, and experiencing the hopes and firſt- 
fruits of eternal happineſs, we are deſirous our 


fellow-ſinners ſhould ſhare our deliverance, and 


experience our felicity, 


To be inſtrumental in the ſalvation of your 
ſouls, my fellow-ſinners, is all to which the true 
m iniſter of Chriſt aſpires. However your minds 


may be blinded by the god of this world, we ſce 
your danger, and mourn over your deluſion, 
Your fondneſs for periſhing vanities, and your 
diſregard to your eternal intereſt, excite our com- 


paſſion: and would excite our indignation and 
aſtoniſhment, ? 
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guſted, or offended with our importunity ; do not 
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aſtoniſhment, had not we too been equally ſottiſh. 
Of the worth of your ſouls, the danger they are 
expoſed to, the preciouſneſs of ſalvation, and the 
happineſs of being truly religious, we are deeply 
convinced. We have believed, and therefore 
„ ſeak.“ And being entruſted with the miniſtry 
of reconciliation (however inſufhcient and unwor- 
thy) „ we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though 
„God did beſeech you by us, we pray you, in 
*« Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled unto God.“ 


The moſt high God hath prepared a royal feaſt, 
all things are ready, rich abundance of proviſions, 
and plenty of room. We are ſent to invite the 
gueſts, and are to ** compel them to come in.” 
We would therefore invite, exhort, expoſtulate, 
warn, perſuade, and command with all tenderneſs 
and authority; and not take a denial. Blame 


pray us to have you excuſed; do not overwhelm 
us with diſcouragement, and fend us to give, with 
Our love to 
your immortal ſouls, our longing after your ever- 
laſting happineſs, conſtrain us to be thus trouble- 
ſome, and offenſive to you. Nay, though you 


frown, inſult, threaten, and perſecute, we muſt 
2 perſiſt, ſo long as there is the ſhadow of a hope. 
We muſt not be overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.” And at laſt, if ye will 
not hear, we muſt weep in ſecret places for your 

| pride; 


F 
pride; after his example, who wept over un- 
grateful Jeruſalem. 


To the true heliever, careleſs ſinners appear like 
intoxicated perſons in a houſe, which is on fire; 
who muſt be conſumed in the flames, unleſs they 
can be induced to come forth; though themſelves 
are utterly inſenſible of their danger. You may 
think yourſelves ſecure, and make yourſelves mer- 
ry with our fears: but your awful infatuation, 
and imminent danger, are ſo manifeſt to us, that 
we muſt perſiſt in our endeavours to convince 
you, ſo long as you are on this fide everlaſting 
hurnings. T hus Noah was treated by the inha- 
bitants of the old world, and Lot even by his ſons 
in law, with negle&t and contempt, when they 
warned them of their danger; but too late they 
found their warnings true: and ſo will you find 
ours, when death and judgment come, ſhould you 
now ſlight them. * Becauſe I called, and ye re- 
fuſed; I ſtretched out my hand, and no man re- 
garded; I alſo will laugh at your calamity, and 


mock when your fear cometh,” ſaith the Lord him- 
ſelf*.—But I would rife ſuperior to ſuch diſcou- 
raging apprehenſions, and expect better ſucceſs in 


this feeble attempt to call ſinners to repentance : 


humbly hoping that the Lord will hear my pray- | 
ers, and employ this diſcourſe as his inftrument © 


in that bleſſed work. 


When John the Baptiſt began his Miniſtry, he 
preached; Repent ye, for the kingdom of hea- 
ven 


* Prov. i. 24—,26. 
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« Repent ye, for the kingdom 


The bleed Teſus alfo began 


of lows 


And the apoſtles © went forth, 
& and preached that men ſhould repent.” 


After 


the reſurrection of Chriſt, they were commiſhoned 


* and be converted, 
6. ted out.“ 
Gentiles; 
& where, to repent,” 
men ſhould repent, 
© works meet for repentance. 


to preach repentance and forgiveneſs of fins to 
& all nations, beg nning at Jcrufalem.”? 
ingly, Peter nreached to the Jews, ** Repent ye, 
that your fins may be blot- 


Accord- 


Paul in like manner addrefied the 


„ God commandeth all 


and tura to God, 


79 


men every 
and informed them,“ 


that 
and do 


From theſe, and many other teſtimonies of the 


word of God, 
tance and certainty of our {ubject. No matter of 
trivial concern, which may fafely be ditregarced; 
or of doubt{ul ditput. ion, whic 
gainſayed, or queſtioned, 
tion. 
word of God, 
proportioned to the intere: 


Judge ve, beloved, of the 


impor— 


ch may plaut! bly be 
now demands our atten- 
But a ſubicct of equal evidence with the 
who cannot lie, and of importance 
ts of eternal ages. 


Hear me then, I beſbech you, with candour 


and attention; 


* whilſt with all ſeriouſneſs and plainnets I difcourſe 
concerning, 


Ihe nature of repentance. 


lay aſide preiudice and 


levity, 


1. The neceſſity of repentance. 2. 


3. The encourage— 


ment given to repentance. 4. The proper featon 


for repentance; 
repenting. 


a? 


and 5 
For the love of thy foul, 
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I befecch 


tlice, 


12106 1 
thee, ſinner: and as thou wilt anſwer it at the 
day of judgment, I charge it upon thy conſcience, 
to lay this matter home to thy heart, as in the 
ſight of God; at the ſame time beſeeching him to 
make thee partaker „of that repentance, which 
is unto ſalyation, not to be repented of.“ 
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PART TREK se 


Concerning the Neceſſity of REPENT ANCE, 


EFORE we enter more fully upon the ſub- 
ject, I would premiſe, that I choole the 
word Neceſſity, as the moſt comprehenſive, which 


occurs to my mind. And I would be underſtood 


to intend by the neceſſity of repentance”: 1. The 
urgency of the cale; ſinners muſt either repent, 


or periſh, 2. It's reaſonableneſs: having done 


wrong we ought to repent, and act molt unreaſon- 
ably, if we do not. 3. The obligation ſinners are 
under to repent, both from this reaſonableneſs of 
the injunction, and the authority of that God, 
who enjoins it. And 4. The additional guilt 
contracted by impenitency. As the ſame argu- 
ments frequently prove the neceſſity of repentance 
in more than one of theſe ſenſes, I thought it 
would better prevent needleſs repetition, and ob- 


ſcurity in point of method, to treat of the whole 


at once, than to divide them into diſF-rent heads. 
Having thus ſtated the meaning of the term em- 
ployed, to prevent ambiguity, and that all may 


now what we ſay, and whereof we afirm, let us 


proceed to the proof. 


And here, reader, I have no need to cnquire 
into thy character, whether thou art moral, or 


RT ünmoral; a ſober man, or a drunkard; a good, 


or bad member of ſociety, or relation; a formal 
l B 2 worſhipper, 


B 
worſhipper, or profane. Granting all that any 
man can deſire, ſuppoſing the character of the 
reader to be decent, amiable, and reſpectable a- 
mongſt men, I will endeavour to ſhew him, to 
ſhew all, their need of repentance, 


IJ. Becauſe all have ſinned, and come ſhort of 
* the glory of God.“ There are but few who 
are acquainted with the extent, ftrictneſs, and 
ſpirituality of the law of God, as taking cogni- 
zance of every thought, word, action, intention, 
or diſpoſition of the whole heart and life; requir- 
ing abſolute perfection in all things, continued in 
even to the laſt moment of their days. There 
are but few, who keep an exact account of their 
own thoughts, words, and actions, with reference 
to this law, as the ſtandard of dury, and fin: 
conſequently there are but few, who are ſenſible 
in any tolerable degree how numerous, or rather 
how innumerable their tranſgreſſions are. But 
moſt, or all. know, that in ſome inftances they 
have offended God, by doing thoſe actions which 
he hath forbidden, and leaving undone thoſe which 
te hath commanded. Surely, reader, thy con- 
ſcience will excuſe me from further evincing this 
particular, Only liſten to this faithful monitor : 
even now it arraigns, accuſes, and condemns 
thee: and waſt thou guilty only of one tranſgreſſ- 
ion, {inſtead of thoſe millions, which are noted in 
God's book of remembrance,) and ſhouldſt thou 
dic without repenting of that one fin: as ſure as 
conicience now condemns thee, fo ſure will God 
condemn thee in that ſolemn day, „when he ſhall 
judge 
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1 
ce judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt.” 
« For if ouf Heart condemn us, God is greater 
« than our heart, and knoweth all things.” 


One felony or murder fully proved, enſures 
condemnation, equally with ten thouſand. 
„Therefore, by the works of the law ſhall no 
e fleſh be juſtified in the ſight of God;” becauſe 
© all have finned,” And by the law is the 
„knowledge of fin.” It takes cognizance of, 
and condemns every ſin, and every ſinner; and 
conſequently can jultify none, who have once 
tranſgreſſed. But remember, that the number 
and heinouſneſs of our tranſgreſſions, though they 
add nothing to the certainty, yet will add propor- 
tionably to the greatneſs of the merited condem- 
nation; and ſhould add to the depth of our repent- 
ance. Could that man be found who had once, 
and but once, and in the ſmalleſt inſtance failed 
of obedience, he would need repentance, it would 
he his duty, nor could he be ſaved in impenitence. 
How needful then repentance for him, whoſe ſins 
exceed in number the hairs of his head, and equal 
the moments of his life! For him, whoſe crimes 
are full of aggravation, and Joudly cry for ven- 
geance | 


II.. The law we have broken is © holy, juſt, 
and good,” — There are laws in this land, which 
condemn the murderer and houſebreaker to death. 
Theſe are reaſonable laws, of which none can 
difapprove, but thoſe who are, or would be guilty 
of thoſe crimes. We experience them to be the 

B 3 ſecurity 
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ſecurity of our perſons, property, and repoſe. He, 
who breaks thele laws, is not only condemned by 
them, but in the judgment of every wiſe and honeit 
man; and ought in reaſon to condemn himſelf, 
(like the penitent thiet} allowing the juſtice of the 
puniſhment he ſuffers. 


But Nebuchadnezzar made a law, commanding 
all to worſhip a golden image, on penalty of being 
caſt into a furnace of fire. And Darius made a 
Jaw, forbidding all toworſhip God for thirty days, 
on pain of being caſt into the den of lions. And 
many ſuch laws have the tyranny, caprice, and 
pride of imperious princes produced. But ſuch 
laws are evidently abſurd and impious, and every 
man will abhor them in proportion to his wiſdom 
and goodneſs, The three pious Jews, who broke 
Nebuchadne7 zar's law, and Daniel who trant- 
greſſed that of Darius, were indeed condemned by 
the laws; but admired for their courage and con- 
itancy in diſabedience, by all good men ever ſince. 
Nay, the very conſciences of their enemies teſti— 
ed for them, that they had done nothing amiſs, 
Nor would it have been right for them to have 
condemned themſelves; but rather they might 
glory in ſerving God, and keeping a good contci- 
ence in the face of danger and death. 


Were the law of God in any degree like thoſe 
oppreſſive edicts, we ſhould have cauſe to be ex- 
tremely grieved at the hardihip put upon us, and 
armed at the ſentence denounced againſt us: but 
we 
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we could not, with any propriety, condemn our» 
lelves, or repent of our tranſgreſſions. 


We ought not indeed to reply againſt God: but 
the abſurdity of ſuch preſumption ariſes not ſo 
much from the confideration of his irrefiſtible 
power, and uncontroulable ſovereignty, as from 
that of his abſolute perfection of juſtice and 
holineſs, whereby he regulates all his conduct. 
This we are bound humbly to allow and ſuppoſe, 
even when cannot perceive it; and to ſilence 
all our riſing objections with, ** Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right?” - Yet God 
condeſcends himſelf to argue the matter with thoſe, 
who thonght his ways unequal: he ever propoſes 
his conduct in his government of the world to 
our conſideration, that we may fee and adore his 
juſtice: and to our Imitation, that v ve mav be holy 
as he is holy: and the day of judgment will clea 
up all our difficultics, when the richtcouſneſs of 
God will be fully demonſtrated, to the univerſal 
ſatisfaction of God's holy creatures, and the con- 
fuſion and ſilence of all his enemies. It is indeed 
blaſphemy, to ſuppoſe God's Jaw unreaſonable, 
and his Government oppreſhve : but it is a blaCſ- 
phemy congenial to our depraved nature, of which 
in our hearts we are all guilty, and of which we 
are with difficulty cured: for the carnal mind is 
«enmity againſt God, is not ſubject to the law of 
« God, nor indeed can be.“ 


As therefore no ſinner can be truly penitent, 
Gl! he is convinced of the equitableneſs of the law 


of 
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of God; the proper way of bringing finners ts 
repentance, is to prove that the law is holy, juſt, 
and good. This is the apoſtolical method: St. 
Paul eſpecially arguing in the epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans againſt juſtification by the law; aware of 
the falſe concluſions men of corrupt minds would 
be ready to draw from his reaſonings, again and 
again purpoſely leaves his main ſubject, to aſſert 
and prove the goodneſs of the law notwithſtand- 
ing. With one accord, alſo, do all the writers 
of che facred volume ſpeak honourably of the moral 


1-1. it; nor is there one exception to this rule. 
This may ſhew us the great importance of this 
part of the ſubject: and how dangerous ſome in- 
confiderate expreſhons are, into which ſeveral 
good men have been betrayed, in their zeal for 
that ſundamental doftrine, juſtification by faith alone. 


We may he ſure, that the law is holy, juſt, and 
good; becauſe given by a holy, juſt, and good 
God, whoſe work is perfect: becauſe after Adam's 
fall, when it became morally impracticable for any 
of his poſterity to be juſtified by it; he is ſtill 
pleaſed to continue them under it, judge them 
according to it, and condemn them to utter de- 
ſtruction® for breaking it, Is there unrighteouſ- 


neſs 


All who die in unbelief, periſh for breaking this law: all 
who are ſaved, were thus condemned for breaking it : elſe why did 
Chriſt bear their fins for them? Some indeed talk of another and 
milder law; but where *tis found, when promulgated, what it ze- 
quirss, whodoes keep it, or who is condemned for breaking it, rh 

never 
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te neſs with God?” He would not do theſe things, 
if they were not perfectly juſt. If they appear 
unjuſt to us, it is owing to our ignorance, felf- 
love, low thoughts of God, and favourable 
thoughts of ſin. Nay, fo far was God from re- 
pealing this law, or abating it's ſtrictneſs, after 
man's tranſgreſſions, that he republiſhed it from 
mount Sinai, with awful majeſty: he requires 
every one, who would eſcape condemnation at 
the day of judgment, to condemn himſelf now for 
his tranſgreſſions of it; and to feek forgiveneſs 
from his ſovereign mercy: Nor would he even 
thus pardon one finner, except as his own Son 


honoured the law in our ſtead, by his perfect obe- 


dience and death upon the croſs. Moreover he 
gives it into the hand of all believers as a rule of 
life, a ſtandard of ſin and holineſs; yea writes it 
in their hearts by the Holy Spirit. Thus doth 


the moſt high God proclaim to the whole world 
| his 


never been, norever can be determined, Others expreſs themſelves 
very ambiguouſly about our obligations to keep the law, prior to 
the confideration of redemption. But where there is no law, there 
c1n be no tranſgreſſion: where there is no tranſgreffion, there can 
be no condemnation: and where no condemnation, no occaſion for 
redemption. Thus we repeal the law, and ſubvert the goſpel, 
Surely, we ought with preciiion to determine this matter; and to 
ſhew, that man as God's creature, is bound to obey his law: that 
ſin is the tranſgreſſion of the law : that the wages of ſiu is deaths 


that Chriſt died (not for Adam's fin only, or mainly, but) for our 
tranſgreſſions of the law, That they who periſh, are condemned (not 
becauſe Adam ſinned oN HY, or MAINLY, but) for their own fins, 
That upon believing in Chriſt, we are delivered from the condem- 
nation of finners ; but never releaſed from the obedience we owe 
as creatures; though now cnforced by additional motives taken 
from redemption, 


[22 ] 
his determination - to magnify the law, and make 
it honourable.” And had we no other evidence 
of it's excellency ; this, being abundantly ſuffici- 
ent, ought fully to ſatisfy us; yea, to humble us 


in the duſt for acting ſo unreaſonably as to 
break it. 


May we not, however, ourſelves diſcern the 
reaſonableneſs of it, notwithſtanding our partial- 
ity in our own cauſe, and our love of fin? God is 
evidently the the perfection of glory and beauty“, 
the pattern and fountain of lovelineſs: from whom 
all that is lovely is all creatures is an emanation ; 
of whom it is a faint reſemblance, which hath 
comparatively no glory by reaſon of the glory 
« that excelleth.” In himſelf he is therefore 
worthy of all admiration, love, and worſhip. 
From him we derive our exiſtence, and all that ren- 
dereth our exiſtence comfortable: our obligations 
therefore to him as our creator and benefactor, are 
immenſe; he deſerves then our entire and unre- 
ſerved gratitude. Infinite love and gratitude, 
though he is worthy of them, his law demands 
not; becauſe we are not capable of them. Nor 
doth it require the love and ſervice of an angel; 
becauſe he hath not endowed us with angelic ca- 
pacities. The law demands this: * Thou ſhalt 
„love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and 
© mind, and foul, and ſtrength:“ its requirements 
are proportioned, not to his worthineſs, but'to our 
capacities. Of this love the man of the flendereſt 

abilities 
* Pſalm Il. 2. Out of Zion, the FERFECTION OF BEAUTY, 
GOD hath ſhincd, 
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abilities is equally capable with the ſublimeſt ge- 
nius: the infant as the aged. In proportion to 
the ſuperiority or inferiority of capacitiy, more or 
leſs is required: if it be honeſtly our all, the law 
demands no more, 


But the law makes no allowance for our diſin- 
clination and indiſpoſition to love and ſerve God 
with our all; becauſe this is that very malignity of 
diſpoſition, which renders us abominable in God's 
ſight. Every degree of this temper is a degree ot 
enmity unto God: the very diſpoſition ariſes 
from pride, love of the world, and love of ſin; and 
in proportion as it prevails, is diſlikeunto, and con- 
tempt of God, in the compariſon with the world, 
fin, and felf. It is therefore in itſelf infinitely 
unreaſonable, and totally inexcuſable, and the very 
temper of the devil; who 1s therefore completely 
deteſtable, becauſe completely of this abominable 
diſpoſition *.— When we therefore ſhew that the 


law 


This diſpoſition is properly original fin, the eſfect of Adam's 
tranſgreſſion. Therefore he, as the root, and we in him, as the 
branches, loſt God's favour and image, and became liable to, and 
fit for deſtruction. That this diſpoſition is propagated by natural 
generation cannot reaſonably be denied: that it is properly the 
puniſhment of Adam's fin, ſeems capable of ſcriptural proof, If 
we cannot clearly perceive the juſtice of this, we muſt filence our 
objections thus: © Shall not he judge of all the earth do right?" 
True penitents read their own character, and ſee their own picture 
in Adam's condut, and are humbled for original fin, as the foun- 
tain of all their actual tranſgreſſions. But as it is always either d iſ- 
puted or abuſed, until the heart be otherwiſe humbled, I did not 
think it ſo proper particularly to infiſt upon it in this diſcourſe, 

Whilk 
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law is holy, juſt, and good, becauſe exactly level 
to our capacities, we mean our natural priwers, 
not our moral diſpeſitions: the want of the former 
proportionably excuſes; the want of the latter 
proportionably aggravates every failure of any 
given degree of ſervice. Man, not having the 
powers of an angel, is excuſable in not performing 
the ſervices of an angel: but being of an unholy 
diſpoſition, 


Whilſt ſome appear to lay an vrdue fireſs on Adam's tranſgrefton, 
and ſpe ik as if it were the only fin, for which we are condemned, 
or Chrift died; others totally deny, and revile the doQrine of the 
fall; contending that man now is Juſt ſuch a creature, with reſyect 
to his moral character and diſpoſitions, as God originally created 
kim. But the apoſtle Paul more than intimates that the image of 
God confilis in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, Now we know 
that God created man in his own IMAGE: he alſo made him up- 
right; and pronounced him very good. The queſtion therefore is, 
what man now is? If experience and obſervation prove him to be 
naturally, and univerſally prone to evil, and averſe from good; and 
if the ſcripture pronounce him KV, and abominable, and every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart to be only evil continually: 
he muſt be fallen from what he was originally,—Ingratiiude, en- 
mity to God, pride, ambi:ion, envy, malice, luſt, folſhood, and 
covetouſneſs, can form no part of the image of a holy God; or of 
that uprightneſs, in which man was firſt made. But he mutt be 
very hardy, who ſhould deny them to form a part of man's preſent 
character. Nor can we ſuppoſe the God of truth would firſt pro- 
nounce man very good, and afterwards, without any intervening 
change, ſo often declare him altogether abominable. How much 
more becoming our narrow capacities, and proneneſs to miſtake, 
to reſt ſatisfied with the ſcriptural account, By one man fin enter- 
«ed into the world, and death by fin,” © by one man's diſobedi- 
e ence many were made finners ;” and to adore the depths we can- 
not fathom: than in the pride of philoſophy, and metaphyſics, 
with ſuch ſcanty information, to decide upon what we cannot com- 


prehend, and with daring temerity to utter ſuch words, as more 
than ſeem to be injurious to the divine charaRer ! 
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diſpoſition, he is therefore the more inexcuſable 


in any particular act of unholineſs; ſeeing it ap- 


pears that it was no inadvertency, but the rooted 
«diſpoſition of his heart. 


To love and ſerve God with our all is the ſub- 
ſtance of the requirements of the law in the firſt 
table. And what can be more reaſonable? Can 
there be any difficulty in loving one ſo lovely, 
being thankful to ſuch a friend, or ſerving ſuch 
a maſter, except what ariſes from the inexcuſable 
badneſs of our hearts? For this we are condemned, 
for this we ought to condemn ourſelyes, ©* abhor 
« ourſelves, and repent in duſt and aſhes.” 


To love all men with equal eſtimation and be- 
nevolence, is the ſubſtance of the ſecond table: 
and we need only ſuppoſe this law given to our 
neighbours alone, as the rule of their conduct 
towards us, in order to perceive it's excellency. 
What lovely, happy creatures ſhould we be, and 
what a delightful world would this prove, were 
all perfectly obedient! None is, or can be miſer- 
able but the tranſgreſſor, or they whom tranſgreſſ- 
ors injure. How excellent then this law, which 
provides for the happineſs of the world ſo com- 
pletely, that by tranſgreſſion alone could men be- 
come in any degree miſerable! And ought we not 
then to repent of our diſobedience, our continual 
diſobedience, and eſpecially of our entire depra- 
vity of diſpoſition, which renders us morally inca- 
pable of obedience? 


L Let 
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Let every precept be impartially examined, and 
theſe things will appear with fill more convincing 
evidence. For inſtance: © Rememher the ſabbath- 
% day o keep it holy.” Ts it not highly reaſon- 
able that we ſhould devote this portion ot our (a 


time to him, to whom the whole belongs? Would hi 
not our beſt intereſt, in connection with the glory * 
of God, be promoted by obeying this command- 

w 


ment? * Theſe things he commands us for our 
good.“ How unreaſonable then our diſobedi- 
ence! What need haye we to repent of forgetting 
and neglecting to hallow the-ſabbath ! 


Again, ** Whatſoever ye would that men 
& ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo unto them.“ 
As we all judge it reaſonable that others ſhould 
thus behave to us; let conſcience determine, 
whether we have not done wrong in, and ought 
not to repent of, tranſgreſſing this rule in our 
conduct to others. We might eaſily examine 
other precepts, and ſhew them to be equally rea- 
ſonable. Yea, every one of them is ſo; and 
therefore every deviation from perfect obedience 
is entirely unreaſonable. I here is nothing in the 
whole law of God grievous in itfelf; or difficult, 
except to our proud and carnal hearts, —David 
and Paul, men after God's own heart, greatly 
loved, and delighted in God's law: Chriſt, being 
perfectly holy, entirely delighted in it, and per- 
fetly obeyed it: angels, and ſaints in glory are 
completely at liberty in obeying it, and find it 
perfect felicity: yea, God himſe'f, though abſo- 


lute ſovereign, is pleaſed to obſerve in his un 
conduct, 


ge ye holy, for I am holy.“ 


* ] 

conduct, the ſame rules, he preſcribes for our's 
(as far as conſiſts with his majeſty and authority); 
his law is the tranſcript of his own holineſs: 
when he requires our obedience, he only ſays, 
In proportion as 
we bear his image we take pleaſure in his precepts, 
and find obedience eaſy and natural: in propor- 
tion as we reſemble ſatan, we hate the law, and 
find obedience irkſome, arduous, impoſſible. How 
excellent then this law! how vile are we who 
have broke it! What need have we to repent of 
Dur unreaſonable conduct! 


III. All have need to repent, becauſe all have 
by ſin abſolutely deſtroyed themſelves. A tii- 
ling penalty incurred by tranſgreſſion might rea- 
ſonably have been difregarded, When human 
aws only inflict ſmall fines, ſhort impriſonment, 
dr burning in the hand, offenders may treat ſuch 


penalties with indifference: but when excruci- 
ating tortures, and ignominious death, are the 


hreatened puniſhment; when the ſentence is im- 
partially and rigorouſly inflicted; when the crime 
s fully proved, and the priſoner cloſely confined; 
he moſt ſtubborn ſpirit bends, the ftouteſt heart 
s intimidated, and indiftercnce is madneſs. Art 
hou then, ſinner, careleſs and unccncerned in à 
aſe infinitely more tremendous? Canſt thou find 
heart for gay amuſements, or coolly apply to 
orldly purſuits, whilſt the wrath of God abideth 
pon thee, the law thunders out a dreadful curſe 

gainſt thee, death cloſely purſues thee, everlaſt- 
ig miſery awaits thee? That God whom thou 
C2 haſt 
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halt offended, is at once the witneſs, judge, and 
ayenger of thy crimes: thou canſt not hide thy 
tranſgreſſions from his all-ſeeing eye: thou canſt | 
not flee from his omnipreſence, reſiſt his almighty 
power, bribe his inflexible juſtice, or endure his 
awful vengeance. 'Thy ſentence, if thou die im- 
penitent, is already publiſhed in the judge's own 
words: ** Depart, from me ye curſed, into ever- 
* laſting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
Are not theſe words of the loving Saviour moſt 
dreadful? Can thy hands be ſtrong, or can thy 
heart endure when they ſhall ſound in thy affright- 
ed ear? Is this the wrath to come, furely, inevi- 
tably to come upon an ungodly world? Are they 
his words, who faith, „Heaven and earth ſhall 
4 paſs away, but my words ſhall not paſs away?“ 
And art thou one of the very perſons concerned ? 
Art thou a tranſgreſſor of the law? And doth the 
word of God run thus, <** Curſed be every one, | 
% who continueth not in all things written in the 
© book of the law to do them.” And doſt thou 
ſtill remain unconcerned? Indeed, were there no 
way of eſcape, it would not be worth thy while to 
torment thyſelf before the time. But there is for- 
giveneſs with God, there is a ſpace allowed for 
repentance, a way of ſalvation, a proclamation of 
mercy: and doſt thou itil] trifle, and not apply 
thyſelf immediately to ſcek deliverance from the 
wrath to come? 


Surely theſe conſiderations, if laid to heart in 
a manner ſuitable to their certainty and impor- 
tance, would damp the vain mirth ot an ungodly 
world, 
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world, and turn their ſongs and laughter into 
bitter lamentations. Let me, my fellow ſinners, 
recommend the apoſtle's advice to you: ** Be 
» afflicted, and mourn, and weep; let your laugh- 
e ter be turned into mourning, and your joy into 
„ heavineſs *,” Thus ſhall your godly forrow 
for ſin, „work repentance unto ſalvation not to 
« he repented of.“ 


IV. The neceſſity of repentance appears from 
the juſtice of this ſentence, ſevere as it may ſeem. 
Sinners are ready to ſay, I only gratify my na- 
« tural inclinations, and enjoy a little irregular 
e pleaſure for a few years; and can it conſiſt with 
the juſtice and goodneſs of God to puniſh me 
„with everlaſting miſery for it? Is there any 
proportion between the crime and the puniſh- 
% ment?” But conſider, poor deluded man, the 
infinite majeſty, purity, and goodneſs of that 
God, againit whom thy fins are committed: con- 
{der that“ his is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the'glory, for ever:“ conſider thy relations 
to him, as his creature, his property, his ſubject: 
the reaſonableneſs of his claim to thy love and 
obedience, reſulting both from his own excellency 
and authority, and the benefits he hath conferred 
on thee: conſider the reaſonableneſs of his law, 
the pleaſantneſs of his ſervice, the happineſs of 
his ſubjects, and the noble rewards of obedience ? 
then eſtimate, if thou art able, what injuſtice, 
ingratitude, rebellion, contempt, enmity, and 
obſtinacy, there is in ſin, and what puniſhment 
is adequate to its deſervings. 

, James iv. . 
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If a man! injure his equal, it is evil; if he! injure 
His ſuperior it is worſe If a child curſe, ſmite, 
or murder his parent, his conduct is baſer than 
it would have been, had he thus treated a ſtranger 
or an equal. The wiſer, better, and more indul- 
gent the parent, the more atrocious is the crime 
of the unnatural, ungrateful child. Should a ſon 
murder an excellent parent, in the midſt of recent 
profuſion of kindneſs, without any provocation or 
motive, except in order to the more unreſtrained 
gratification of ſome vile paſſion, what puniſh- 
ment ſhould we deem too ſevere for the parricide? 
Add, further, the relation of ſovereign to that of 
parent; a rightful, wiſe, juſt, clement ſovereign, 
the common father of his people. For a perſecu- 
ted David to ſtretch out his hand againſt the 
Lord's anointed, though a cruel, treacherous 
Saul, would have been highly criminal: how 
much more to murder ſuch a prince without pro- 
vocation! for his favourite, on whom his bounty 
had been laviſhed. to be the afſaflin! But for 
his ſon, his indulged ſon, to break though all ob- 
ligations, human and divine, and murder his 
father and prince at once, that he might more un- 
reſtrainedly indulge his luſts, would ſtamp the 
action with ſtupendous baſeneſs! When Abſa'on 
in deſign acted this monſtrous part againſt the 
man of God's own heart, even the ill. judged leni- 
ty of the too indulgent parent, was not permitted 
to reſcue the traitor from delerved puniſhment.— 
According to the plaineſt diftates of human rea- 
fon, the malignity of the action, muſt riſe in pro- 


portion 
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portion to the authority and excellency of the 
party offended, and the offenders relation and 
obligations to him. In human affairs, this method 
of computing the comparative criminality of 
offences, and proportioning puniſhments, is gen- 
erally. adopted amongit civilized nations. If we 
are allowed to compute in the ſame method the 
evil of ſin (and why ſhould we not?) what heart 
can conceive, or tongue expreſs, or numbers reach 
the evil of every offence committed againſt the 
majeſty of God! By arguments and meditations 
of this kind, we may arrive at ſome feeble con- 
ception of the odiouſneſs of tranſgreſſing the di- 
vine law: but he alone who ſees all things exact- 
ly as they are, is the competent judge. And my 
deſign is not to demonſtrate a matter before doubt- 
ful, but to illuſtrate the reaſonings of that which 
is certainly true, Whether we lee, and allow it, 
or not, ſin is infinitely evil, and deſerving of eter- 
nal puͤniſument. Thus he hath determined, 
© whoſe judgement we knovy to be according un- 
to truth,” All his loyal ſubjects on earth join 
in praiſing him * as righteous in all his ways and 
holy in all his works,” All the inhabitants of 
heaven thus praiſe him, even while “the ſmoke of 
„the torments of the wicked, aſcendeth up for 
«ever and ever.” None but rebels think the 
{ſentence too ſevere. If we would not have our 
lot amongſt them in another world, let us not 
rank ourſelves amongſt them in this: but let us 
ſay, with holy Job, .I have uttered things which 
„ I underſtood not; things too wonderful for me, 


which I knew not,” „ will lay my hand up- 
| «6 On 
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bon my mouth. Once have ſpoken, but I will 
a not anſwer; yea, twice, but 1 will proceed no 


4 farther,” Yea, truly, every mouth ſhall be 
« ſtopped, and all the world ſhall appear guilty 
4 before God; yea, ſhall be ſpeechleſs when order- 


| «ed to be caſt into outer darkneſs, where is weep- 


ing, wailing and gnaſhing of teeth.” — What 


| cauſe then have all to repent, who have juſtly 
merited ſo dreadful a puniſhment ? 


V. All have cauſe of, and need for repentance; 


| becauſe God will moſt certainly inflict this pun- 


jiſhment upon all the impenitent with unabatin 

ſeverity. * Except ye repent, ye ſhall all like- 
wiſe periſh.” Let no man deceive you with vain 
words: the impenitent {inner ſhall certainly ſpend 
eternity in the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone. An awakening truth, which ſatan 
and his inſtruments have in all ages been oppoſing; 
but in none more zcalouſly, ingenionſly, and, 
alas! ſucceſsfully, than in this: for that great 


| deceiver knows that nothing ſo effectually en- 
| creaſes the number of the damned, as the diſbelief 


of eternal damnation. Ve {hall not ſurely die,” 
was the firſt temptation of this murderer of ſouls : 
and {till his kingdom is ſupported by the ſame in- 


| finuations. But if there be any meaning in 
words, if the idea of eternal miſery can be con- 
' veyed in human language, and if the bible be the 
| word of God, then the wicked “ ſhall go into 


" EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT.” 
Though God he rich in mercy, though there be 


f plenteous redemption in the blood of Chriſt; yet 


neither 
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neither the mercy of God, nor the blood of Chriſt, 
belong to any but the penitent: to others, all the 
threatenings of the law alone belong; nor have 
they any part or lot in the goſpel; except the 
deeper condemnation of neglecting ſuch great ſal- 
vation, abuſing the mercy of God, and the re- 
demption of Chriſt, into an encouragement to 


continue in fin. Such ſinners “are a people who 


have no underſtanding, therefore he that made 
them will have no mercy on them.“ „Oh con- 
ſider this, ye that forget God, leſt he tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver*,” 


VI. The neceflity of repentance is further 
evinced, by conſidering the reaſonableneſs of this 
awful determination. There is a controverſy 
betwixt God and ſinners, and blame muſt reſt 
ſomewhere. Either God is indeed chargeable 
with blame for enacting ſo ſtrict a law, and an- 
nexing ſo dreadful a penalty on tranſgreſſors; or 
the ſinner is as much to blame as this penalty im- 
plies, for breaking the law. To harbour one 
moment the ſuppoſition that any part of the blame 
belongs to God, is blaſphemous; doubtleſs the 
whole fault belongs to the ſinner, Yet every im- 
penitent ſinner, in excuſing himſelf, condemns 
God. Wilt thou,” ſaith he to Job, « diſannul 
„judgment? Wilt thou condemn me, that thou 
% mayeſt be righteous?” Job xl. 8. - Why did 
the ſinner break the law, if he did not think it too 
ſtrictꝰ Doth he pretend it was by ſurprize, or ſud- 
den temptation, through inadvertency, and not de- 

* Plalm1. 22. | 
liberate 


„ 
liberate rebellionꝰꝰ Then why doth he not repent? 
His impenitence for the paſt; his preſent continu- 
ance in tranſgrefſion, ſtrongly imply a moſt 

jurious cenfure of the law, as inconſiſtent” with 
his happineſs: his vindication of himſelf and con- 
duct, implies a cenſure on the Juſtice of God in 


; condemning ſinners, equally injurious. 


But ſhould God pardon a ſinner who thus ex- 
cuſes himſelf, and tacitly condemns him, he 
would ſeem to allow the excuſe, and plead guilty 
to the charge; ſo that the honour of God, 
and the ſalvation of an impenitent ſinner, are ir- 


reconcileable contradictions: but God, conſcious. 
of his own moſt perfect juſtice, and jealous of 
his own glory, would ſooner leave all the world 


. 


to periſh for ever, than thus conſent to his own. 
' diſhonour,—Every hope which any man enter- 


tertains of pardon in impenitency, involves the 
| abſurd ſuppoſition, when carefully inveſtigated, 

that God will diſhonour himſelf, to humour and 
favour a proud obſlinate rebel. Every ſuch hope 


is pregnant with the preſumption ſpoken of in 
Deut. xxix. 18— 720. Weſt there be among you 
% root that beareth gall, and wormwood; and 
„it cometh to paſs, when he heareth the words 


Cc of 


This is often the caſe of the true believer, who delights in the 


law of God, and hates evil, yet is ſurprized into the commiſſion of 
hat which he abhors, and breaks the law he loves; but recover. 


ng from the ſurprize, he directly and deeply repents. But this 
xcoſe is merely a pretence in others, whereby they cover a rooted 


nmity to the law, and habitual love of fin; and their impenitence 
uncovers their bypoctiſy, 
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© of this curſe, that he bleſs himſelf in his heart, 
„ ſay ing, I ſhall have peace, tho' I walk after the 
imagination, of mine heart, to add drunkenneſs 
«tothirlt, J he Lord will not ſpare him, but then 
«the anger of Lord, and his jealouſly, ſhall ſmoke 
by againſt that man; and all the curſes that are writ- 
ten in this book ſhall lie upon him, and the Lord 
«ſhall blot out his name from under heaven.” Let 
us. beloved, attend carefully to ſuch plain war- 
nings of the word of God, that we may thereby 
be armed againſt the temptations of ſatan, and 
the riſing preſumptions of our own hearts. 


VII. The neceſſity of repentance further is 
manifeited by reflecting, that no impenitent ſin- 
ner can cordially approve of the ſalvation revealed 
in the word of God. Indeed, did the goſpel re- 
quire men confidently to believe that their ſins 
are already pardoned, and that all the bleflings of 
{ilvation ate already their's, tho' they are deſti- 
tute of every gracious diſpoſition, as ſome have 
incautiouſly advanced: no ſcheme could better 
ſuit the pride and carnality of an impenitent heart, 
But this is not the true goſpel of Chriſt, but a- 
nother goipel, which muſt be oppoſed, even 
though preached by an angel from heaven. All 
are bound to helieve that God will forgive the 
vileſt of ſinners, who repent, and believe. in 
Chriſt: otherwiſe they make God a liar; for he 
hath atteſted it. When by ſcripture evidence 
(even by holy diſpoſitions produced, and holy 
actions performed) | am ſure that my faith is live 
ing, and my repentance genuine, | may be humbly 

ſure, 
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ſure, that my ſins are forgiven, and that J am a 


child of God, and an heir of glory ; but not be- 
fore. That I ſhall be welcome, if I come aright, 


1 may be ſure before I come: that J have come 
aright, and am accepted, I can only be aſſured, 


by the effects I am conſcious of, and the fruits of 
righteouſneſs produced, 


The way in which forgiveneſs and ſalvation is 
actually conferred upon ſinners, may he thus il- 
luſtrated. A ſtate criminal, under ſentence of 
death, is thus addrefſed by his prince: “ You 
*« deſerve to ſuffer the rigour of your ſentence ; | 
no excuſe can be made for your rebellion, nor 
one alleviating circumſtance found in your caſe: 
« yet, by my own clemency, I am diſpoſed to 
© ſhew mercy, ſo that I may but do it honour- 


„ ably, and ſo, as effectually to expreſs my diſ- 
** approbation of your crime, for an example to 


© others. I will therefore ſeat myſelf upon my 


© royal throne, ſurrounded by my nobles, and 


© multitudes of my ſubjects, as witneſſes of your 
* ſubmiſhon, and my clemency. Do you then 
approach and proſtrate yourſelf in my preſence, 
< publicly, and humbly confeſs your guilt, ac- 
« knowledge you juſtly merit to be immediately 
led to execution, then throw yourſelf upon my 
„royal mercy, and crave your life at my hands. 
& In this humbling method, and in no other, 


„will I forgive your crimes, and become your 


« friend.” I ſpeak not here of that redemption 
price which Immanuel paid, that God might be 
juſt, and the juſtiher of him who believeth : but 
POE merely 
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merely of the glory of God's juſtice in our con- 
demnation, and of his mercy in our ſalvation; 
which he requires to be unreſervedly and cordially 


acknowledged by every one, who comes to him 
tor pardon. 


But an impenitent ſinner always reje&s, and 
generally 1s affronted with this preliminary to the 
treaty of peace and reconciliation. He ſtands 
upon his vindication, and holds faſt his pleas and 
excuſes. If he allow that he hath his faults, he 
inſiſts that he hath his virtues, and expects that 
they ſhould be accepted by way of compenſation. 
He hopes alſo to do ſomething more by way of 
atoning for his faults; and thinks it would be 
hard, and indeed palpably unjuſt, to ſend him 
with all his imagined good qualities, ſincere obe- 
dience, and good intentions, to keep company 
with thieves, murderers, and proſtitutes in the 
hottomieſs pit. Such indeed is the ſelf love, and 
{e!f-partiality of mankind, that you ſhall find 
few, it any, of ſo vile a character, who have not 
ſomething of this kind to plead in arreſt of judg- 
ment: every one's own faults ſeem trifling, and 
their good qualities and actions extraordinary; 
and thus every {inner “e flatters himſelf in his own 
eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful.” 
But eſpecially this is the grand objection of the 
rich, the moral, and the phariſa'cal. Theſe 
would bid high and do much, yea almoſt any 
thing but this, which is ſo intolerably mortiſy ing 
to their ſelf- preference. Upon this many part 
with Chriſt, as he will ſhew mercy in no other . 
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way: * for there is no difference; for all have 
&« ſinned,” all are condemned, none can make 
ſatisfaction; all then that are ſaved, muſt con- 
demn themſelves, and conſent to be ſaved by grace 
alone, through faith in the Son of God. Whilſt 
therefore ſuch, proudly heſitate and object, the 
publicans and harlots, being brought to true re- 
pentance, approve of t his humbling method, and 
enter into the kingdom of heaven before them. 


VIII. Without repentance there can be no pre- 
paration of heart for that holineſs without which 
«© no man can ſee the Lord.” All true chriſtians, 
though they depend not upon, are zealous of good 
works, „deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
„ and live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in 
« this preſent world.” Far enough is the chriſ- 
tian from perfection in good works, and therefore 
he cannot be juſtified by them: but by his ſincere 
obedience, his unreſerved and univerſal obſerva- 
tion of Chriſt's commands, he gives evidence that 
he is a true believer and no hypocrite, glorifies 
God, adorns the goſpel, and promotes the real 
good of mankind. 


But by deep repentance alone is the heart pre- 
pared for ſuch a holy conduct. Without this 
there can be no ceaſing to do evil, or learning to 
do well; no hating the evil, and loving the good; 
no fleeing from evil, or cleaving to that which is 
good. Without repentance we cannot really love 
God, deſire his glory, reverence his majeſty, or 
delight in his law and ſervice. Mere moral and 
relative good behaviour in the world, without 
any 
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any due regard to God; or mere external perfor- 
mances in religion, may ſubſiſt without repen- 
tance: but that holineſs, which reſpects the 
authority of God, as law-giver and judge, which 
ſprings from love of him and his commandments, 
and gratitude for his mercies, and 1s intentionally 
directed to his glory, can only be produced from 
a heart renewed unto repentance. 


Eſpecially that deep ſenſe of perſonal unwor- 
thineſs, which is peculiar to the true penitent, 
prepares the heart to exerciſe genuine gratitude, 
contentment, patience, meekneſs, forgiveneſs of 
injuries, and love of enemies. Theſe diſpoſitions 
and duties form a very conſpicuous part of the 
chriſtian character, as delineated in tae ſacred 
ſcriptures: but no impenitent man can really ex- 
erciſe theſe graces, or perform theſe duties, what- 
ever appearances he may occaſionally aſſume, 
Yet if this be not our character and conduct, our 
hope is mere preſumption, our profeſhon hypo- 
criſy: “for if ye forgive not men their treſpaſles, 
% neicher will your heavenly Father forgive you 
« your treſpaſles.” So that without repentance 
no man can ſerve God here, or be ſaved in the 
world to come, 


Laſtly. Without repentance, there can be no 
meetneſs for a holy heaven. Without a correſ- 
pondent diſpoſition, without an appetite prepared 
for the object, there can be no gratification, A 
holy heart reliſhes and delights in holineſs, and 
i thus prepared for the enjoyment of a holy hea- 
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ven. But he who deſpiſes and diſreliſhes holinefs 
in this world, could find no happineſs even there, 
where all the joys are holy; and where conſe- 
quently all the employments would be irkſome to 
him. No impenitent ſinner has this “ meetneſs 
for the inheritance of the ſaints in light:“ he 
cannot reliſh and delight in holineſs; for were 
this any man's diſpoſition, he muſt in proportion 
abhor unholineſs, and abhor himſelf for his ſin- 
fulneſs; that is, repent of ſin. Therefore no im- 
penitent ſinner can be fit for heaven, but all ſuch 
muſt be adjudged “ veſſels of wrath fitted for de- 
„ ſtruction.” 


Furthermore, the whole company of the re- 
deemed ate repreſented as joining in cordial and 


unreſerved praiſes unto God and the Lamb; 


giving all the glory of their ſalvation to the rich 
mercy of the Father, and the precious blood of 
the Saviour, Theſe praiſes imply an acknow- 
ledgment of the juſtice of the ſentence executed 
upon the ungodly: nay, they imply that zhey 
themſelves might juſtly, and ſhould certainly 
have periſhed with their fellow rehels, had not 
Jeſus interpoſed with his atoning blood. But 
could an impenitent finner join this worſhip with 
fincere delight? Many on earth openly arraign 
the conduct of the Judge in dooming ſinners to 
eternal miſery: every impenitent heart is diſpoſed 
to quarrel with this part of the divine conduct. 
Nor would the caſe be different, were ſuch a per- 
fon in heaven: he would ſecretly condemn his 
Maker for his ſeverity, in eternally puniſhing 
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others for the very crimes he himſelf had com- 
mitted, and never repented of: he muſt diſſent 
from thoſe praiſes in his heart, which ariſe from a 
principle he allows not; namely, that diſtinguiſh- 
ing grace and atoning blood have made all the 
difference betwixt him and thoſe in hell: he could 
not in ſincerity allow, that God would have been 
glorious, though he had left him to periſh. But 
there is neither hypocriſy, nor diſcordant voice, 
nor unholineſs, in theſe happy manſions ;. there- 


fore no impenitent ſinner ſhall ever enter into 
them. 


Becauſe our ſelf-love renders us ſo unwilling to 
believe this important truth; becauſe ſatan with 
ſuch artifice endeavours to draw off our attention 
from it; becauſe we are ſo reluctant of ourfelves 
duly to conſider it: and becauſe the entangling 
purſuits and intereſts, the pleaſures, maxims, and 
examples of the world, have ſuch a tendency to 
lull us into a fatal ſecurity in this reſpect; I have 
the more importunately laboured theſe multiplied 
demonſtrations of the neceſſity of repentance. 
Surely, ſinner, I have gained my point, fixed thy 
attention, and fully convinced thee, that thou 
haſt cauſe to repent, oughteſt to repent, and muſt 
either repent, or periſh. Surely thy heart is by 
this time in ſome meaſure ſuitably affected with 
the important ſubject; and thou art even now, 
with preſſing anxiety, enquiring, „what then is 
« repentance?” Beſeeching the Lord to aſſiſt and 
bleſs the attempt, I ſhall endeayour, with all poſſi- 
ble ſeriouſneſs and plaineſs, to ſatisfy this enquiry. 
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PART THE SECOND. 
The Nature of REPENT ANCE, 


Shall not ſpend my time in critically enquiring 

into the etymology, or meaning of the words, 
which we tranſlate repentance in our verſion 
of the Bible. Suffice it to obſerve that, 
MElapergo pals one word frequently uſed, ſig- 
nifies to be afterwards careful or uneaſy; and 
pelariz, that more commonly uſed, ſignifies a 
change of mind, of judgment, and diſpoſition: 
which ideas ſeverally and conjunctly expreſs the 
nature of repentance, as it may more fully be 
learned from the general tenor of the ſcriptures. 
I would then define true repentance to be, a ge- 
nuine ſorrow for ſin, attended with a real inclina- 
tion to undo, if it were poſfible, all we have fin- 
fully done; and conſequently an endeavour, as far 
as we have it in our power, to counteract the evil 
conſequences of our former evil conduct; with a 
determination of mind, through divine grace, to 
walk for the future in newnefs of life, evidenced 
to be ſincere by fruits meet for repentance: that 
is, by all holy diſpoſitions, words and actions. 
Enlarging on this definition will give me an op- 
portunity of expreſſing my ſentiments on the na- 
ture of real repentance, and diſtinguiſhing it from 
various counterfeits. 


I. Repentance 
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I. Repentance comprehends a genuine ſorrow far 
ſin. This part of the definition implies that there 
is a counterfeit ſorrow on account of fin, which a 
man may have to exceſs without any real repen- 
tance, This ſorrow ariſes from ſelf-love, alarmed 
with the fear of puniſhment, without regard to the 
Juſt deſert of it. Such a man is ſorry (not that 
he hath ſinned, but) that God doth ſo exceedingly 
hate ſin, is determined to puniſh it ſo terribly, 
and is able to execute this determination in ſpite 
of all oppoſition. He is extremely ſorry that the 
law is ſo very ſtrict, and greatly terrified when he 
reflects on the danger to which he ſtands expoſed: 
but he is not grieved at heart for the odious un- 
grateful part he hath adted. In human affairs, 
many under condemnation of death appear thus. 
penitent, whoſe inſincerity is detected by a par- 
don, and they ruſh upon the commiſhon of new 
crimes. Many ſuch penitents we meet with upon 
ſick beds, or in circumſtances of imminent danger: 
they are under exceſſi ve terrors, ſhed abundance of 
tears, and make many fair promiſes: but when the 
fright is over, their repentance is repented of, and 
their concern is loſt in company and worldly pur- 
ſuits, Many ſuch penitents likewiſe are found 
amongſt the hearers of the goſpel, who, Felix like, 


have a ſhort fit of trembling, perhaps of weeping, 


but are ſoon comforted : many of theſe embrace 
falſe and looſe ſchemes of religion, are holftered 
up with preſumptuous hopes, and practically ſay, 
let us fin on, that grace may abound.” Having 


done with their alarm, their repentance 1s —— 
Y 


Cn 
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they live without remorſe for the paſt, or tender- 
neſs of conſcience for the preſent: nor have they 
any trouble in general about their fins; except 
perchance ſome outrage to common decency 
ſhame them before their fellow ſinners. 


This falſe kind of repentance is moſt effectually 
made uſe of by ſatan, to keep men from true re- 
pentance. A general perſuaſion prevails, that we 
ought to repent, though men ſeldom underſtand. 
either the real cauſe for, or the nature of repen- 
tance. However, this general perſuaſion cauſes 
from time to time conſiderable uneaſineſs of mind 
and trouble of conſcience to that man who conſi- 
ders himſelf impenitent. But when men falſly 
imagine they have repented, or do repent, this un- 
eaſineſs ceaſes, and they continue impenitent with 
a quiet conſcience. Hath it not been thus? Is 
it not thus with thee, reader? Doſt thou not keep 
thy conſcience from reproaching thee by ſome 
general apprehenſion that thou art at times a peni- 
tent * I beſeech thee. leave not this conſideration 
till thou haſt carefully examined, as in God's 
fight, and with the day of judgment before thine 
eyes. Certain it is, that multitudes live all their 
lives in a continued courſe of {inning and repent- 
ing in this way ; and at length die impenitent. 


But a man may be really ſorry for ſome particu- 
lar ſins, which he hath committed, without being 
a true penitent. Conſcience doth ſometimes ſo re- 
proach men for ſome enormous violations of all 
laws, human and divine, as to render them a ter- 
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ror to themſelves: yea, they are ſorry at heart 

that they ever committed that particular villainy, 

and would gladly undo it, were it poſſible: yet, 

hath this nothing of the nature of true repentance 

in it. Thus Judas repented of betraying Chriſt, 

confeſſed his guilt, made reſtitution, and would 

have undone it: yea, he was ſo ſtung with re- 
morſe, that he could not live under the anguiſh, 

but became his own executioner. Yet, was he not 
atrue penitent; for the Lord aſſures us, It had 

been good for that man had he never been born.” 
Nor do we find heever expreſſed the leaſt remorſe 
for his hypocriſy, covetouſneſs, or other wicked- 
neſs of heart and life, which he had continued in 
all his days. The caſe is oft the ſame with mur- 
derers, who are unſpeakably troubled for one act 
of violence to a fellow creature; but not in the 
leaſt concerned for all the contempt, ingratitude, 
and enmity, they have been guilty of towards 
God. And the ſame is often obſervable in reſpect 
of many other notorious offenders. This forrow 
is not excited by the conſciouſneſs of having done 
wrong in offending a good God, and breaking a 
good law: but ariſes from the horror of having 
done violence to natural light, and their own con- 
ſciences to that degree, that none of their former 
excuſes and pretences can pacify them. God hav- 
ing preſerved thus much of himſelf, and of his 
law in our reaſon and conſcience, as a check upon 


natural depravity, and to bridle therewith the 


headſtrong corruptions of thoſe, who fear not him, 

nor regard men; yet cannot act out all their evil 

purpoſes without becoming their own tormentors. 
But 
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But the ſorrow of a true penitent is for ſin, as 
committed againſt God, being rebellion againſt his 
rightful authority, and tranſgreſſion of his holy 
law. Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, 
and done this evil in thy fight*.* He mourns 
after a Godly ſort, with a godly ſorrow, or a ſor- 
row which directly regards God. 2 Cor. vii. q. 


"His ſorrow ſprings from the conſideration of the 


majeſty, purity, and excellency of that glorious 
Being whom he hath offended; the reaſonableneſs 
of the law which he hath tranſgreſſed; the obli- 
gations to obedience which, he hath violated; the 


injuſtice and ingratitude of which he hath been 


guilty; and the complicated odiouſnefs of his con- 
duct. As every fin partakes of the ſame nature, 
and implies the ſame diſregard to God, he mourns. 
for all, and every one; whether man were thereby 
injured or not; whether it were ſecret or open ; 
omiſſion of duty, or commiſſion of ſome forbidden 
action: whether it were or were not contrary to 
the notions, maxims, cuſtoms, and allowance of 
the world. Vea, every ſinful temper, imagina- 
tion, and inclination; every idle unprofitable 
word; every evil action of his whole life, as upon 


examination it recurs to his remembrance, excites. 


afreſh his godly forrow. In proportion as he re- 
collects the numberleſs inſtances of God's unwea- 
ried patience and kindneſs to him in former years, 
he becomes more ſenſible of his own ingratitude, 
forgetfulneſs and diſobedience: And the further 
he is enlightened to ſee the glory of God, the more 


bateful 
* Pſalm li, &». N 


* 
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Hateful all fin appears, and the more he mourns 
over his own offences. 


{in, as 
1ſt his 
$ holy 


nned, As therefore the glory of the divine character 
ourns I ſhines forth more illuſtriouſly from the perſon 
a ſor- Hand ſufferings of Jeſus, than from all his other 
„ii. 9. Works: the true penitent's ſorrow will be more 
f the or leſs intenſe, in proportion to the degree of his 
Trious ff ſpiritual apprehenſions and realizing views of 
leneſs that great event. When with fixed attention he 
obli- can meditate on the divine ſurety for ſinners 
the agonizing in the garden and expiring on the croſs; 
been Ihen he can realize to his mind in the exerciſe 
con- of faith, who he was that ſuffered, and what he 
ture, Kendured from the cruelty and inſult of men, the 
burns power and malice of ſatan, and the avenging 
reby juſtice of the Father: and wherefore he ſ uffered ; 
pen; Ethat he might bear our fins, and explate our 
dden guilt: then in an eſpecial manner his mind is 
ry to deeply impreſſed with admiring views of the awful 
e of holineſs and juſtice, and the unfathomable love 
zinas and compaſſion of God: then doth ſin appear to 
table his mind peculiarly odious, as committed againſt 
upon a God of ſuch a lovely and loving character: then 
cites. doth he appear abominable in his own eyes, and 
re- I mourn for his ſins with peculiar humiliation. 
wea- They now become a fore burthen, too heavy for 
ears, him to bear; he goes mourning for them all the 
ude, day long, yet mourns that he can mourn no 
ther more, is aſhamed that he is no more attected, 
nore and abhors himſelf for the remaining hardneſs of 
e ful his heart. 
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Now no longer doth he vindicate his conduct, 
or extenuate his crimes: his mouth is topped, his 
guilt is manifeſt, and he condemns himſelt. Now 
his judgment of his own character is totally chan- 
ged: he uſed to admire and approve, now he ab- 
hors and loaths himſelf: he was diſpoſed to exalt 
himſelf, now he becomes more and more diſpoſed 
to ſelf- abaſement. Then turning his thoughts 
inward, he traces back the ſtreams of fin, which 
have polluted his life, to that fountain of iniquity 
in his heart, from whence they ſprang. Be- 
„hold,“ ſays he, „I was ſhapen in iniquity, 
and in fin did my mother conceive me*.” 
Thus abaſed- in himſelf and impreſſed with an 
awful ſenſe of the holy majeſty of God, he would 
deſpond, yea at length abſolutely deſpair, were 
he not ſupported by diſcoveries of the rich mercy 
of God, and the precious ſalvation of the goſpel. 
Thus encouraged, he indeed ventures to ſpeak 
unto the Lord, but *tis in the publican's ſelf-abaſed 
frame of ſpirit, and humble words, „God be 
* merciful to me a ſinner.” 


This deep humiliation of ſoul renders a man 
backward to conclude his repentance genuine, 
his faith ſincere, aad his fins forgiven. The 
bleſſing appears in his eyes ſo large, his own 
character ſo vile, and his humiliation ſo ſmall, 
in compariſon with what he is conſcious it ought 
to be, that he can hardly raiſe his hopes ſo high: 
and he is ſo aware of the wickedneſs of his heart, 
and hears ſo much of ſatan's artifice, that he 


fears 
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fears being impoſed upon by a falſe peace, where 
fo very much i is at ſtake. But when this hope 
iprings up in his heart, and he is perſuaded that 
it is the hope that maketh not aſhamed, becauſe 
the love of God is ſhed abroad in his heart by 
„ the holy Ghoſt given unto him:”* this is fo far 
from drying up his tears, and concluding his re- 
pentance, that it vaſtly enlarges and purities his 
godly ſorrow: yet now attended with a ſweetneſs 
far exceeding all earthly joy. The fuller aſſur- 
ance he noſlefſeth that Jeſus «© was wounded for 
is tranigrefſions, and was bruiſed for bis iniqui- 
ties,“ the more he abhors his ſins and loaths 
himſelf. Here he ſees with perſonal application 
what wrath ſin merited! What puniſhment he was 
worthy of! When a God of ſuch immenſe com- 
pafſion would not pardon one fin, without fue a 
ſatisfaction: yea, would rather not ſpare his own 
Son, but be pleaſed to bruiſe him in whom his foul 
delighted, than either leave fin unpuniſhed or fin- 
ſul men to perith! 


His own concern in this tranſaction directs his 
attention peculiarly to it. The Father loved 
im, and gave his beloved Son to die for hn; 
« Chriſt loved him, and gave himſelf for him, anc 
e interceded for him: and thus he was ſpared ane 
borne with all the years of his rebellion, wii! 
many others were cut off in their ſins. At lengt! 
God, „who was rich in mercy, for his great-love 
„ \yhcrewith he loved him, even when dead 
&« ſins, quickened him by his Spirit:“ thus bor 
of God, he was pardoned and juſtiſied, and adopte 
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into God's family, and numbered amongſt the heirs 
of eternal glory; to which he is ſealed by, 
and has the earneſt of, in the graces and conſola- 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt, Such diſcoveries and 
proſpects elevate the ſoul to a degree of adoring 
love and gratitude, before unknown; and this in- 
creaſes his ſelf-abaſement and godly forrow, His 
heart is even broken, and as it were melted, when 
he conſiders the number and odiouſneſs of the 
crimes committed againit this glorious and gra- 
cious God, who was all the while full of love to 
him. His character is ſtamped, „a mourner that 
„ ſhall be comforted:“ yet his is a ſweet ſorrow; 
whilit with tears of contrition and gratitude, he 
praiſes a pardoning God and a bleeding Saviour, 
he realizes the paradox, ** Sorrowfal, yet always 
„ rejoicing :”? except that in fome dark ſeaſons 
his heart is inſenſible, both to the motions of godty 
ſorrow, and of holy joy. Theſe alternate varia- 
tions in the frame of his ſpirit the true chriſtian 


experiences through the remainder of his life. 
Hi. more melting ſeaſons of godly forrow are 


blended with, and prepare the way for his ſwecteſt 
conſolations; which again increaſe and purity 
his mourning for ſin; as he then moſt clearly per- 
ceives what a gracious and glorious God he hath 
offended, and how vile he hath been. Thus in— 
genuous forrow, and holy joy, reciprocally aſſiſt 
each other; intermingle with, and are proportion- 
ed to each other in his daily experience; till at 
length death cloſes the varied ſcene. Then God 
wipes away all tears from his eyes; the days of 


9 i 8 mourni ng are ended, he ſhall eternally be com- 
forted 
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forted, and plenteouſly reap that harveſt which 
here he ſowed in tears. I mean not to determine 
any thing of the exact degree in which true peni- 
tents obtain theſe ſpiritual diſcoveries, or experi- 
ence theſe flowing affections and melting frames. 
Tis enough, if we can deſcribe the diſtinguiſhing 
nature of true repentance. True grace is of the 
ſame nature and tendency, whether any particular 
chriſtian have much or little of it. The more of 
true grace in general, or of true repentance in 
particular, any man hath, the more evident and 
ſatisfactory it will be. 


If the true ſcriptural ſorrow for fin hath been 
deſcribed, it is no objection to ſay, that many 
chriſtians have very little of theſe views and affec- 
tions ; becauſe that is only to ſay, in other words, 
that they have but little true repentance ; or 
(which amounts to the ſame thing,) have but little 
true grace. And the leſs they have of tlieſe things, 
the leſs evident their converſion : the more need 
have they to examine themſelves, whether they 
«he in the faith:” and to “ give diligence to 
© make their calling and election ſure.“ Cer— 
tainly we muſt not adulterate the word of God, 
that we may accommodate it to the experience of 
lukewarm profeſſors in this our day, when iniquity 
abounds, and the love of many waxes cold. This 
would be the way to reduce things from bad to 
worſe, till true religion were vaniſhed from 
amongſt us. We mult {ſtill keep to the ſtandard 
of God's word, and the experience of ſcripture 
faints, and the ſample of primitive chriſtans, en- 
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deavouring to ſtir up men's minds to ate theſe 
illuſtrious examples. Such 1 hope, on careful 
examination, the above deſcription of godly forrow 
will be found : all real chriſtians have experienced 
ſomething of this kind, yea, habitually do experi- 
ence it: and the more diſtin their views, the 
more enlarged their affections, and the deeper their 
contrition ; the more evidently they are true peni- 
tents, and entitled to all the conſolations belong- 
ing to ſuch, 


Nor is the order in which theſe things are ex- 
perienced at all material, provided the godly ſor- 
row be of the proper nature and tendency : yet 1 
would juſt obſerve, that at all times it is begun be- 
tore aſſured hope of ſalvation ; otherwiſe pardon 
and the aſſurance of it would be vouchſafed to im- 
penitent ſinners: but it is much enlarged by this 
allurance, wherever it is {cripturally poſſeſſed; as 
the believer now looks © upon him whom he hath 
© pierced, and mourns.” It begins previous to 
the ſenſeof pardoning love, and is perfected there- 
by; becauſe thereby the believer's love to the Lord 
is increaſed, and this increaſes ſorrow for having 
offended him. Let this be well digeſted, and the. 
let us proceed to obſerve that, 


II. Repentance is attended with a real inclina- 
ion to undo, if it were poflible, all that we have 
ſinfully done; and conſequently with an endea- 
your, as far as we have it in our power, to coun— 
teract the evil conſequences of our former evil 
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conduct. This frame of ſpirit will manifeſt 
itſelf; 


(84): By ingenuous confeſſion of our fins to the 
glory of that God, whom by ſin we have diſhon-- 
oured. Thus Joſhua exhorts Achan, My ſon, 

give glory to the Lord.” How? make con- 
* feſhon unto him.“ The commiſſion of fin im- 
peaches the wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneis of God; 
and ſeems to ſay, that he hath forbid us ſomething 
conducive to our real happineſs. Obſtinacy in 
ſin defies his power, dares his vengeance, and de-- 
ſpiſes his truth and. holineſs : to vindicate our- 
ſelves, and cover our ſins, arraigns the righteouſ- 
neſs of his threatnings and judgments, or affronts- 
his omniſcience: Thus the ſinner robs God of his 
glory. What he hath done cannot be undone : 
nor is it in his power to make ſatisfaction for the 
injuſtice he hath been guilty of; except he bear. 
the eternal puniſhment. Convinced of this, the 
true penitent flees for refuge to the atoning blood 
of Jeſus. But, though he cannot make ſatisfac- 
tion for his own fins, or do any thing, towards. 
meriting his- own pardon,. or reward, (this he 
knows muſt be wholly of free mercy :) yet what 
he can do, he will. He will, both in ſecret and 
openly, on all proper occaſions, make full and un- 
reſerved confeſſion of his crimes, and condemn 
himſelf; and thus glorify God's juſtice and mercy; 
glorify his law, as the miniſtration of condemna- 
tion, and his goſpel, as the miniſtration of right- 
eouſneſs: for both are glorious, though the lat- 
ter exceed in glory.“ 2 Cor, iii. 2. As all, who 
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i have a ſuperficial acquaintance with the Bible, 
I! know that this is every where ſpoken of as an eſ- 
dſential part of true repentance, and often put for the 
bl whole of it, I ſhall not further dwell upon it, but 
| ſhall confine myſelf to two obſervations. Firſt, 
what ſecret fins require only ſecret confeſſion 
a unto that God, who knoweth and ſeeth in ſecret: 
dut public ſcandals require public acknowledg- 
1 ments; that we may publicly honour God by our 
confeſſion, whom we have diſhonoured openly in 
our conduct. Thus when David had by adul- 
tery and murder given cauſe to the enemies of the 
Lord to blaſpheme; by penning and publiſhing 
the fifty-firſt pſalm, he publicly took ſhame to 
himſelf, gave glory unto God, and ſtopped the 
blaſphemy of the ungodly. Secondly, that the 
true penitent, though general in his public con- 
feſſions, ſhould be, and will be very particular in 
his ſecret confeſſion; reviewing, enumerating, 
and bemoaning all his fins, of every ſort, with all. 
their various aggravations. 
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(2.) This diſpoſition of mind will influence the 
penitent to make ample reſtitution to thoſe whom 
he hath defrauded or injured. Under the cere- 
monial law, the treſpaſs-offering was to be ac-. 
companied by reſtitution to- the injured party; 
Lev. vi. 1—7. Phe plain meaning of which in- 
ſtitution Chrift hath given us in his ſermon on 
the mount. © If thou bring thy gift unto the 
altar, and there remember that thy brother hath 
„ ought againſt thee; leave there thy gift before 
the altar, and go thy way: n be reconciled 
66 to 
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« to thy brother, and then come and offer thy: 
gift. Thus it was that Zaccheus evidenced the 
fincerity of his repentance: and thus every ſin- 
cere convert, with ſelf-indignation, wall. haſte. 
to be rid of that accurſed thing diſhoneſt:gain ® :. 
with ſcrupulouſneſs will he make diligent ſearch 
for every remainder of it: with intereſt will he. 
reſtore it to the injured, if he can; if not, he will 
give it to their relatives, and-to the poor: and 
ſhould he be unable to do this (which he will put 
himſelf to much inconvenience- and much ſelf- 
denial rather than not effect] it will be long the 
occaſion of additional trouble of mind to him.— 
Profeſſor, haſt thou well conſidered this part of 
repentance? Haſt thou impartially examined thy- 
ſelf on this ſcore? Haſt thou imitated Zaccheus 
in this matter? Or art thou ſure thou haſt na 
cauſe, having never injured any man by fraud, 
violence, or extortion? I warn thee beforehand, 
that God will bring to light theſe hidden things 
of darkneſs, and fully inveſtigate this matter, at 
the day of Judgment. And no + wunrighteous 
perſons, who, having injured their neighbours, 
love the gains of iniquity ſo well as to refuſe re- 
ſtitution, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. 
This evidence of ſincerity is ſo diſtinguiſhing, 
that I cannot but conclude, judging by the 
Bible, that all appearances of repentance, all pre- 
tences to experience without this, are hypocriti- 
cal and deluſory. What ſhall we ſay then to 
many perſons, who having formerly, under colour 


of 


®. Who ſhaketh his hands from holding of bribes, Iſai. xxxili. 15. 
+ 1 Cor. vi. 9. 
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of law been perhaps unwillingly injurious to their 
creditors, {till keep them out of their juſt rights; 
perhaps ſee them ſtruggling with thoſe dificultiss;' 
into which their extravagance hath plunged them; 
whilſt they themſelves now live at caſe, . perhaps 
in affluence; and are well able, (if they could pre- 
vail with themſelves, to retrench ſuperfluous ex- 


pences) to make them reſtitution in whole, or in 


part: but will not, becauſe not conſtrained by 
law? Such perſons confound human laws with 
doing the will of God; and prefer wealth, in- 
dulgence, and the pride of life, to the golden rule 
of „doing unto others, as they would they ſhou!d 
« do unto them.” Whatever profeſſion of reli- 
gion ſuch a man makes, his religion is vain; and 
a diſcourſe upon repentance would be exceedingly. 
defective, which did not bear teſtimony againſt 
this common and flagrant conduct. 


Another evil, I am told, very common amongſt 


profeſſors, is dealing in ſmuggled, or contraband 


goods. This trade is in ittelf;— 1. An evident 
violation of Rom. xiii. 6, 7. and other ſcrip- 
tures. 2: A robbery upon the community, which 
muſt be taxed, to make up the deficiency, 3. 
Aiding and abetting all the enormities that ſmug- 


glers commit. But neceſſity is pretended. I ſup-- 
poſe it is neceſſary, in order to be rich, „But 
„ they, that will be rich, fall into temptation- 


« and a ſnare, and into divers fooliſh and hurtful 
% Juſts, which drown men in deſtruction and 
„ perdition: For the love of money, is the root 
« of all evil, &c,” 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 
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Our evil conduct however may injure others, 
not only in their property, but in their reputation, 
in their connexions, in their peace of mind, and 
many other ways: and the true penitent, though 
he cannot undo what is paſt; yet will endeavour 
to counteract the miſchief, at the expence of 
ſtooping to the moſt humiliating ſubmiſſions, of 
making the frankeſt acknowledgements; or by 
any method in his power, however contrary to 
the pride and ſelf- love of the human heart. 


(Z.) This diſpoſition of mind will induce a man 
to retract thoſe falſe principles, which he hath 
adyanced, that may have a tendency to propagate 
or countenance infidelity or profaneneſs: and to 
counteract the conſequence of his evil conduct, 
where it hath prejudiced men's minds againſt re- 
ligion, or induced or emboldened them to ſinful 
practices; or any ways tended to the diſhonour 
of God, and the ruin of men's fouls. Gladly 
would he undo this part of his conduct: it ever 
grieves him upon reflection: he is pained that the 
ſeed is ſown, and ſprings up and grows in ſpite 
of all his endeavours to the contrary. But as far 
as his retraction, his arguments, his perſuaſions, 
example, and influence can reach, he will endea- 
vour to prevent the further progreſs of the miſ- 
chief. In theſe and various other particulars, 
true repentance influences a man ſincerely to de- 
fire and endeavour to counteract the tendency of 
his former evil conduct: but appearances of hu- 
miliation for ſin may be and often are without 
this diſtinguiſhing effect. Thus Ahab humbled 
himſelf 
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reſt is nothing; they are yet in their ſins. 
the tree is known by the fruit; and “ every tree 


and caſt into the fire.“ 
terror, Judas's confeſſion and reſtitution, Pharaoh's 
fair promiſes, Ahab's humiliation, Herod's re- 
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himſelf, and was clothed in ſackcloth, but neither 


reſtored Naboth's vineyard, nor ceaſed to commit 
iniquity. 


III, True repentance is attended with a deter- 
mination of mind, through divine grace, to walk 
for the future in newneſs of life, evidenced to be 
ſincere by fruits meet for repentance; that is, by 
all holy diſpoſitions, words, and actions. 


This is at laſt the grand diſtintion betwixt 
true repentance, and all falſe appearances. "Tho? 
men be abundant in ſhedding tears, make the mot 
humiliating confeſſions, or moſt ample reſtitution · 
tho' they openly retract their falſe principles, and 
are zealous in promoting true religion; tho' they 
relate the moſt plauſible ſtory of experiences, and 
profeſs to be favoured with the molt glorious ma- 
nifeſtations; tho' they have ſtrong confidence, 
and high affections, and orthodox ſentiments, and 
exact judgment, and extenſive knowledge: yet, 
except they do. works meet for repentance, all the 


For 


« that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
Yea, though Cain's 


verencing the prophet, hearing him gladly, and 
doing many things; the ſtony ground hearer's 
joy; together with the tongue of men and angels, 
the gifts of miracles and prophecies, and the 


knowledge of all myſteries, were combined in one 


man 


E 
they would nor prove him a true penitent, 
ſo long as the love of one luſt remains unmortified 
in his heart, or the practice of it is allowed in his 
life, 


man; 


Unleſs the drunkard become habitually ſober, 
and the chutl learn to be liberal, unleſs the con- 
tentious man learn meeknelſs, and the proud hu- 

mility; unleſs every man break off, and ſet him- 
ſelf to oppoſe and mortify his conititutional and 
cuſtomary iniquity; there is no real repentance. 
The man's mind is not changed reſpecting fin: 
he does not ſincerely grieve that ever he com- 
mitted it, nor really defire it undone, nor hearti- 
ly abhor it, nor is willing to be finally divorced 
from it: not from his darling indulgence, his 

Dalilah, his Herodias, however he be affected, 

armed, and reſtrained, 


I allow, that the true penitent will find work 
nough all his life with his own peculiar evil pro- 
xenſ{ities: and after all his watchfulneſs, and 
rayer, and determination of mind againſt all fin, 
vill too often manifeſt (to his great forrow) that 

iis evil nature is not deſtroy ed, that fin yet dwells 
vithin him: but he will alſo give abundant evi— 
ence that no ſin hath dominion over him; that 
is own iniquity is peculiarly abhorred, dreaded, 
nd oppoſed; and that, in ſhort, © he is a new 
creature, old things are paſt away, behold all 
things are become new.” This will not be fo 

vident to others, in his caſe, who was before a 

oral and decent character; but will be equally 
maniteſt 
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manifeſt to his own conſcience; whilſt he obſerves 
that he now acts from other principles, and to 
other ends, and by another rule than heretofore: 
and now has not only regard to thoſe things, wit! 
vw hich man is acquainted; but with equal car: 
and attention abſtains from fecret ſins, from ſinfu 
tempers, intentions, and imaginations, whic! 
are manifeſt only unto God. 


It appears then, beloved, that this. neceſſan 
repentance is a very arduous buſineſs. Thus ou 
Lord repreſents it: „ Strive to enter in at th 
«*« ſtrait gate; for many ſhall ſeek to enter it 
and ſhall not be able.” Do you object t. 
profit and pleaſantneſs of your fins, and the pa 
of parting with them? He anſwers, If thy rig! 
* eye offend thee, pluck it out: if thy rig 
hand or foot oſtend thee, cut them off, For 
eis profitable for thee, thus maimed and muti: 
e ted, to enter into life; rather than having tv 
&© eyes, two hands, two feet. to be caſt into ho 
© where their worm never dicth, and the fire 
not quenched.” When the difficulty is © 
jected, the neceflity is urged; the awful altern 
tive; repentance, or eternal damnation. Þ 
ſhould any urge the impoſſibility ; he propoſes! 
effectual aſſiſtance of Him, to wliom all thi 
are poſhble. An caſy flothful religion may ſes 
a man to live with: but only a diligent, ſelt- 
nying religion will comfortably prepare a man 
meet death. Except a man deny himſelf, t 
* up his croſs daily, and forlake all that he hi 
„he cannot be my dilciple,” fſanh the lov 
Savi 
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Sayiour of the world, the judge of the living and 


TY the dead: and becauſe we are ſo backward to 
d to helieve it, and ſo much depends upon believing 
fore it, he confirms it with a double aſſeveration— 
- - „ Verily, verily, I ſay unto you.” 


ſinful But though the work be great, and require 
hic labour and ſelf-denial, there is no cauſe for de- 
ſpondency; the encouragements are proportions 
able: the ſucceſs certain to every one, who is in 
good earneſt about it; and the work itſelf un- 
ſpeakably more pleaſant to the ſoul, than all the 
forbidden delights of ſin. 
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* * * . 
Containing Encouragements to REPENTANCE, 


HAVE already intimated, that he, who con- 

vinced of the neceſſity of repentance, in good 
earneſt uſes thoſe means which God hath appoint- 
ed, in order thereto, may depend upon the effec- 
tual aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit in this important 
undertaking, which will render it both practicable 
and pleaſant. And the ſame topic will afterwards 
be reſumed, when thoſe means are treated of. I 
ſhall not here therefore farther ſpeak upon that 
ſubject, but lead your attention to thoſe encour- 
agements, which ariſe from the aſſurance that re- 
pentance ſhall iſſue in ſalvation. 


I. Then, ** Gor commandeth all men ev:ry where 
& to repent,” Were there men any where who 
needed not "repentance; or any to whom repen- 
tance would be unavailing, God would not have 
given ſuch a commandment. He ſends no ſuch 
command to fallen angels, or the fouls of wicked 
men, who have died in their fins: becauſe he 
hath determined to ſhew them no mercy. Having 
done wrong in ſinning, doubtleſs they continue to 
do wrong in not repenting: and their impenitent 
rebellion, and enmity to God, will eternally illuſ- 
trate his juſtice in their condemnation: as all will 
ſes, that he doth not treat them without cauſe as 
enemies, A man who hath murdered his lawful 
prince, though the law muſt have it's courſe, 
| ought 
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ought to repent, and ſhews a ſtill more deſperate 


ſpirit of rebellion, if he die vindicating his con- 
duct. Yet the avenger of blood, deſigning no 
mercy, requires no ſubmiſſion. Such a mandate 
as that before-mentioned, if ſent to a company of 
condemned criminals, would directly excite a 
beam of hope in every relenting breaſt. God 
ſends his miniſters and word, commanding thee, 
finner, to repent: were no more ſaid, thou migh- 
teſt ſafely draw this concluſion ;—certainly he 


hath thoughts of peace, and intends to ſhew mercy 
to all, who obey the ſummons. 


II. God is ever in ſcripture repreſented as pe- 
culiarly ready to receive and entertain repenting 
finners. Conſider, at your leiſure, Jer. xxxi. 
18—20. where we have the true penitent, mourn- 
ing for ſin, covered with ſhame, and crying for 
mercy; and the encouraging anſwer of that God, 
„% who waiteth to be gracious.” Then conſider 
the experience of David in the 32d Pſalm : how 
ſoon the ſweet ſenſe of forgiving love followed 
his ingenuous confeſſion of guilt, 


But for the ſake of brevity, omitting many 
other ſcriptures, let me detain you a little, in 
meditating on the prodigal ſon: a parable ſpoken 
en purpoſe to encourage the publicans and ſinners, 
who liſtened to the words of Jeſus. Let us at- 


tentively conſider his vile character, and diſdain- 


ful and ungrateful behaviour to his wiſe and indul- 


gent father, his debauched and diſſolute life, and 


the miſery he was reduced to. As in a glaſs, we 
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may here ſee our own picture; our pride and in- 
gratitude, our contempt of God, and wilful depar- 
ture from him, our folly, and our miſery, whilſt 
we hve in fin. Next let us view him now come to 
himſelf, conſcious of his guilt, ſinking under his 
miſery, covered with ſhame, adopting the reſolu- 
tion of returning to his offended father, with peni- 
tent confeſſions, and humble ſupplications, Diſ- 
<ouraged, as well as humbled, by the recollection 
of his own vileneſs, his only hope ariſes from 
meditating on the kindneſs of him, whom he had 
ſo baſely offended: and he can juſt enough raiſe 
his mind above deſpondency to expect, that, per- 
haps after many repulſes, and reiterated ſubmiſ- 
ſions, and entreaties, anſwered by deſerved up- 
braidings, he might he at length prevailed on to 
admit him, in ſome mean capacity, to ſhare that 
plenty his ſervants enjoyed. Here again we have 
the frame of ſpirit, the hopes, and fears of the true 
penitent moſt affectingly delineated. But behold 
the tender father is looking out with eager expec- 
tation for the return of his loſt prodigal: he ſees 
him afar off, and through parental tenderneſs and 
compaſſion, is regardleſs of his age and gravity, 
and runs to meet him! Finding that he abhorred 
and condemned himſelf; without one reproach, 
or the leaſt delay, he welcomes him as a ſon; 
clothes, feaſts, and rejoices over him, and com- 
mands all his ſervants to rejoice with him: „be- 
* cauſe, ſays he, this my ſon was dead, and is 
*« alive! was loſt, and is found!“ 


Thus 


11 

Thus ſhall every true penitent be welcomed by 
a gracious God: not only ſhall he meet with a 
kinder reception than his fears foreboded: but 
his moſt ſanguine expectations ſhall be fat exceed- 
ed: his ſins, however numerous, ſhall not be men- 
tioned againſt him: his wants ſhall be all ſup- 
plied: pardon, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſhall be conferred on him: the robe of 
righteouſneſs and ſalvation ſhall clothe him: 
angels in heaven ſhall rejoice more over him, than 
overninety and nine Phariſees, who in their own 
Judgment need no repentance : yea, God himſelf 
{hall acknowledge him as his own child, and re- 
Joice over him to do him good. Ariſe then, poor 
dejected ſinner, and imitate this prodigal. 


III. We have ſeen that repentance and forgive- 
neſs are connected in a great many texts of ſcrip- 
ture which have been cited, and many others might 
be produced. But I would more eſpecially call 
your attention to thoſe encouraging promiſes 
which are exprefily confined to thoſe, who are 
now exerciſing repentance, according to the ex- 
plication of it which hath been given. It would 
be needleſs prolixity to enumerate the whole, or 
the molt of theſe promiſes. a few examples may 
ſuffice. I will dwell with him that is of a con- 
«trite and humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of 
the humble, and to revive the heart of the con- 
* trite ones Iſai. Ivii. 15. To this man will 
* look, even to him that is poor and of a con- 
*trite heart, and that trembleth at my word. 
* Ifai. Ixy1. 2, He looketh upon men, and if 
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any ſay I have ſinned, I have perverted that 
| © which is right, and it profiteth me not; he ſhall 
deliver his ſoul from going down into the pit, 
band his life ſhall ſee the light.” Job. xxxiii. 
27, 28. He that confeſſeth, and forſaketh his 
„ fin, ſhall find mercy.” * If we fay that we 
« have no fin, we deceive ourſel ves, and the truth 
is not in us; but if we confeſs our fins, God is 
faithful, and juſt to forgive us our fins, and to 
* cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs,” 1 John 
i. 9. Let but the broken-hearted ſinner well con- 
ſider theſe few citations, and plead them in prayer, 
through the interceſſion of Jeſus, and he wil find 
them full of conſolation. Then let him ſearch 
the ſcriptures, and he will obſerve that no one 
character is ſo particularly encouraged as that of 
tae penitent; under the titles of mourners, poor 
in ſpirit, contrite, humble, and ſuch others, as are 
included in the explanation that has been given 
of true repentance. Theſe things abundantly 
prove, that none but true penitents ſhare the 
bleſſings, or are entitled to the conſolations of 
goſpel ſalvation :- and that no degree of aggrava- 
ted guilt can exclude any ſuch repenting ſinner 


from the participation of the one, and of the en- 
joy ment of the other. 


But let not any from hence conclude, that theſe 
privileges are properly the rewards of repentance: 
or that it atones for our crimes, This would ſu- 
perſede the neceſſity of the expiatory ſufferings 
of Jeſus, and militate with St. Paul's expreſs de- 

_ Claxation, that we are juſtified by faith alone, 
„through 


our juſtification, in any degree. 


oh 
« through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt,“ and con- 
ſequently would infer, “ that Chriſt died in vain.“ 
Were our repentance ſclf-wrought, and perfect in 
it's nature, and in its fruits, it could not avail for 
It is obſervable, 
that even they, who ſpeak of atoning for our 
tranſgreſſions of the divine law by repentance,. 
change their laws when they have occaſion to 
treat of the Jaws of human governments: you ſel- 
dom hear them ſpeak of a traitor or murderer 
making atonement for his crimes by repentance, 
but by his death. This ſacrifice to juſtice the law 
demands: this alone expiates the offence: and if 
a criminal, however penitent or diſpoſed to fu- 
ture obedience, eſcape puniſhment; the law is 
diſpenſed with, juſtice is relaxed, and no atone- 
ment made. But God's juſtice is perfect, and 
can admit of no relaxation; his law muſt be mag- 
nified and made honourable, and cannot be diſ- 
penſed with, Not the repentance, but the eter= 
nal puniſhment of the offender, is the atonement 
indiſpenſably infiſted upon, or one equally hon- 
ourable to the precept, and ſanction of the divine 
law. This the true penitent perceives or allows; 
ſubſcribes the ſentence of his own condemnation, 
and humbly truſts in that vicarious atonement 
which the Son of God once made, and which is of 
infinite value and efficacy; and through which 
God is just, and the juſtifier of the believer. That 
repentance which is depended on for juſtification, 
is a proud unbelieving repentance, and not the 
humble repentance treated of. 


But 


„ 
But in truth, repentance, where it is genuine, 
is not ſelf-wrought, but the gift of God, accord- 
ing to St. Paul: If peradventure God will give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
« truth; that they may recover themſelves from 
« the ſnare of the devil, who are taken captive by 
« him at his will” 2 Tim. ii. 25, 26. Chriſt 
is exalted to beſtow it; and the pouring out 
of * the Spirit of grace produces it. Tho' we 
have ſo much cauſe for repentance, and are in duty 
bound to repent: yet our proud, carnal hearts 
are naturally deſtitute of the leaſt diſpoſition or 
inclination to this duty. The ſhame therefore of 
our obſtinate impenitency belongs to us: but the 
whole giory of our repentance, when his grace 
diſpoſes and enables us to repent, is due to him. 
«t who worketh in us to will, and to do of his good 
« pleaſure.” So far then are we from meriting 
any thing of God by repenting, that we are laid 
under freſh obligations to him, who hath granted 
us repentance unto life. Do not err, my belov- 
e ed brethren, every good gift, and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
% Father of lights.” Yet, on the other hand, let 
us not regard thoſe who repreſent our natural 
want of inclination, as if it were an excuſe for im- 
penitency : not conſidering that the dominion of 
pride, and the love of fin in the heart (which ren- 
ders us incapable of our duty) forms itſelf the very 
eſſence of that impenitent heart, which God ab- 
hors, and will condemn, and cannot therefore be 
its own excuſe, Nor is the moſt penitent perſon 
in 
Zech. xii. 10. 
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in the world perfect in his repentance. No man 
hates fin in a degree equal to it's hatefulneſs: no 
man condemns, abaſes, and abhors himſelf, as 
much as he ought to do; or as much as he would; 
did he more perfectly behold the glory of God, 
the excellency of the law, the evil of ſin, and the 
multitude of his owa tranſgreſſions: or had he, 
more fixed views of the nature and glory of the 
ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt. He that is habitually 
moſt penitent, finds his repentance capable of in- 
creaſe, when his views are enlarged, and his heart 
is peculiarly affected with theſe diſcoveries; but 
even in theſe ſeaſons his enlarged godly forrow is 
little in compariſon to what it ought to be, and 
would be, did he, inſtead of ** ſeeing through a 
5 glaſs darkly, ſee face to face.” How far then 
doth the more general frame of his ſpirit, when 
his mind is comparatively dark and unaffected, 
come ſhort of the perfection of repentance! Over 
this the ſincere ſoul mourns, and for this ſeeks 
forgiveneſs. 


Nor can his fruits of repentance do any thing 
towards atoning for his ſins, meriting a reward as 
of debt, or juſtifying him before God. Take a 
familiar illuſtration. You owe your tradeſman a 
ſum of money : and you now continue to deal with 
him for ready money only : yet the old debt is not 
thereby diminiſhed. But ſhould you daily pur- 
chaſe to the value of a crown, and only pay daily 
one ſhilling, your deht would rapidly increaſe, 
Perfect obedience is no more than God's due: 
after we have by fin for years run in arrear with 

him 
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him, did we obey for all the remainder of a long 
hfe as perfectly as an arch-angel, our love and 
obedience would be no more than his due for the 
preſent, and could do juſt nothing towards dif- 
charging the old account: even with Paul's obe- 
dience the debt would rapidly increaſe. Sure ! 
am, whilſt I now write, that I am, this moment, 
more deeply deſerving of condemnation than ever 
heretofore: becauſe though | hope ſincerely pe- 
nitent) to my former fins, I daily add recent tranſ- 
greſſions. And therefore I ſhall certainly periſh, 
if Jeſus do not plead for me, Deliver him from 
« going down into the pit—behold the ranſom.” 


This ſalvation, thro' the ranſom and interceſ- 
ſion of the Son of God, every true penitent cor- 
dially approves, and thankfully embraces; and 
therefore ſhall certainly participate. My breth- 
ren, an impenitent believer, or a penitent unbe- 
liever, are ideal characters, which have no exiſ- 
tence but in ſome men's imagination: except 
where the repentance is counterfeit, and the faith 
dead, Theſe are twin graces, produced together, 
thriving together, and forwarding each other's 
growth. It is true, ſome exerciſes of faith pre- 
cede, and produce repentance in the regenerate 
ſoul: but repentance precedes, and makes way 
for that exerciſe of faith, which intereſts the ſoul 
in Chriſts merits for ſalvation. For inſtance: 
the belief of the exiſtence and perfections of God, 
his law and government; our relations, obliga- 
tions, and accountableneſs to him; of the future 
Tate, the day of judgment, heaven and hel}, 

always 
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always precedes, ad is influential in leading to 
repentance: A b«<.ict of ſeveral truths reſpecting 
Jeſus Chriſt and his ſalvation, generally, thot 
perhaps not always. But he mult be already pe- 
nitent in ſome degree, who can cordially approve 
of, and embrace that ſalvation: for whilit a man 
remains impenitent, {is proud heart will have in- 
ſuperable objection to it; inſuperable I ſay, in 
any other way, than by that change of judgment 
and diſpoſition, which is denominated repentance. 


The goſpel ſalvation exalts God upon the 
throne, and requires the ſinner to ſubmit to his 
authority and righteouſneſs, and give him the 
whole glory of his falvation. This appears moſt 
equitable to the penitent above deſcribed, but to 
no other perſon. Let God be glorified, fays he, 
by all in heaven and earth, whatever becomes of 
me: but ſhould he mercifully fave ſo vile and 
worthleſs a rebel, I ſhall be an eternal monument 
of the richneſs of his mercy, and the power of 
his grace. The goſpel is intended to put honour 
upon the law: It is holy, juſt, and good, ” ſays 
the penitent ſoul: I conſent unto it that it is 
good, and I have deſerved it's awful curſe for my 
vile tranſgreſſions: I rejoice to ſee this holy law 
magnified in the obedience unto death of God in- 
carnate: I long to have it written in my heart by 
the finger of the Spirit: and my prayer is, O 
that my ways were directed to keep thy righte- 
« ous precepts.” The golpel ſhews fin to be ex- 
ceeding ſinful, and diſcovers it's intinite odiouſ- 
neſs ail juſt demerit; the true penitent, and he 


- alone, 
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alone, irreconcileably hates all fin, even that 
which was his moſt darling indulgence. The 
goſpel abaſes the ſinner, ſilences his excuſes, re- 
jects his pleas, ſtrips him of his diſtinctions; and, 
without regard to his learning, wiſdom, wealth, 
honour, morality, or amiable character among 
men, treats him as a ſinner condemned to die; 
deſerving of, and fitted for deſtruction. To this 
the true penitent, and he alone, cordially ſub- 
mits, ** I loath, and abhor myſelf.” To me 
& belongs ſhame, and confvſion of face;“ is the 
genuine expreſſion of his humbled heart. 


The goſpel honours Chriſt, as the firſt and the 
laſt, the beginning and the end, the all in all: 
Thus he appears to the true penitent, and to none 
elſe. In his perſon, his undertaking, his right- 
eouſneſs, his atonement, his reſurrection, his me- 
diatorial exaltation, his offices, as king, prieſt, 
and prophet, his interceſſion, his inſtructions, ex- 
ample, and his Spirit of Grace, he appears to the 
humbled ſinner altogether ſuitable, ſufficient, and 
precious. On everyother ſide deſpair lowers : the 
glory of God, and the honour of the law, demand 
his deſtruction: But here hope brightens; here 
he ſees God glorious, and ſinners ſaved: here he 
ſees every thing exactly ſuited to his wants, and 
his deſires: here he may have his ſins pardoned, 
his corruptions ſubdued, his ignorance removed, 

race communicated, ſtrength renewed, and every 
thing beſtowed freely without money, and with- 


out price, which can raiſe him from the brink of 


hell, and the borders of deſpair, to the «lively 
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te hope ot an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
& and unfading.” Chriſt appears to him the pearl 

of great price, the chief among ten thouſand, 

« and altogether lovely.” He counts all but 

* loſs for the excellency of the knowledge of 
« him.” To him he flees, tho' with trembling 
heart, leſt he ſhould meet with a repulſe; with 
trembling hand he lays hold on this only hope; 

to him he cleaves in the midſt of diſcouragements 
and delays, and anſwers every riſing deſpondency 
with, „Lord, to whom ſhall I go, thou haſt the 
« words of eternal life.“ Only impenitent pride, 
and love of fin render men blind to the glory, deaf 
to the voice, or negligent to the ſalvation of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt: nor can any thing but a peni- 
tent ſenſe of the evil of ſin, and the miſery of a 
ſinner, reconcile the proud heart of man to this 
{alvation, 


Though repentance therefore docs not in any 
degree merit pardon; yet It is that diſpoſition of 
mind, which both prepares the ſoul to receive it, 
and renders the poſſeſſor a meet object on whom 
a holy God may honourably beſtow it, and there- 
fore, no further obſtacle remaining; God's juſtice 
being ſatisfied in the ſufferings of the Redeemer; 
the point yielded by the ſinner's repentance, that 
he did deſerve to periſh, and is ſaved by free 
grace; and his heart being now rendered willing 
to be ſaved in the appointed way; he ſhall, with. 
out all doubt or delay, have ſalvation, and the 
couſolation which ſprings from it. 


G . Were 
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Were more encouragement needful, I mig En 
lead your attention to the many examples wit 
which the word of God furniſhes us, of ſinnerſhne 
who had committed the moſt atrocious crimes, and Mr 
borne the molt infamous characters for complica-· Ithe 
ted, long-continued guilt, who, on repentanceſ,,, 
were pardoned and ſaved. It will be enough to 
recite a few of their names: ſuch were Manallch, 
the thief on the croſs, Saul the perſecutor, and 
the very men who crucified the Prince of Liſe 
Theſe inſtances are doubtleſs recorded purpoſely 
for the encouragement of ſuch, who are ready to 
conclude, that their fins are too many and too 
great to be forgiven; and form a very important 
proof and exemplification of our doCtrine: that 
no degree of guilt can exclude the true penitent 
from forgiveneſs, through the blood of Chritt, 
For although the Lord ſpeaks of fome, who fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhall never be for- 
given; and the apoſtle John of a ſin unto death, 
which they wiio have committed are not to he 
prayed for: yet St Paul extricates us out of this 

difficulty, by nforming us, „that it is impoſſible 
* to renew them to repentance:” which forms 
indeed an awful warning to thoſe who harden their 
hearts againſt conviction, and in impenitency; 
but altords no exception to our doctrine, and nced 


give no di[couragement to the penitent ſoul. 


And now, finners, you ſee the neceſſity of re- 
pentancc, and the real nature of it, and the abun- 
dant encouragement you have to repent, I would 
hope, that from regard to your eternal welfare, 


G you 


* 
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you will ſet about it in good earneſt; not only in 
might preference to your vain amuſements and diſſipa- 
s withtions, but even to your moſt important buſineſs 
ſinnen nd intereſts, which are of no conſequence in 
CS, and ompariſon with this one thing needful.”” Ariſe 
nplicu then, and be doing, and the Lord will both athift 
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FARA THE FOURTH, 


The proper Seaſon for REPENTANCE, 


E, who is but ſuperficially acquainted with 
the credulity of man, and the artifice of 
ſatan; who has taken but little notice of the 
workings of his own heart, and made but little 
obſervation of what paſſes around him, would be 
apt to conclude this part of our ſubject needleſs: 
yet, I truſt, it will be found to be of great im- 
portance, and eſſentially neceſſary, to diſcourſe 
concerning the proper ſealon of repentance, 


The words of the Pſalmiſt, quoted by the 
Apoſtle, comprize what I ſhall urge on this head; 
„ 'To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
« your heart.“ The preſent time is alone ours: 
yeſterday is irrecoverably gone; to-morrow we 
may be in eternity! Were then all of you in the 
prime of youth, I would endeayour to enforce 
on all the neceſhty of early repentance. 


To ſuch then I firſt addreſs myſelf. Conſider, 
young ſinner, that cuſtom is ſecond nature : your 
innate depravity forges the chains which hold 
you in bondage, but cuſtom rivets them upon 
you, This is not mere ſpeculation, it is the lan- 
guage of inſpiration : Can the Ethiopian change 
& his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots? then may 


© he who is ACCUSTOMED to do evil, learn to do 
45 well.” 
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Repentance may be conſidered, either as the 
work of divine grace in us; or our own work by 
the aſſiſtance of divine grace. Work out your 
o/ ſalvation with fear and trembling; for it is 
„ Gop that worketh in you to will and to do of 
his good pleafure.” Doubtleſs it is always alike 
eaſy to Almighty God, to change the heart and 
renew the ſinner: yet the ſinner, when thus in- 
fluenced to will, and to do, may find vaſtly more 
difficulty in ſome caſes and circumſtances, than. 
he would in others. Thus, when worldly 
intereſts, cares, and projects, together with cuſ- 
tomary indulgences, have added ſtrength to your 


luſts, you will find repentance vaſtly more ardu- 


ous than at preſent. You will then find it vaſtly 
more difficult to ceaſe to do evil, and to learn to 
do well, to ſeparate from the ungodly, to habituate 
your appetites and paſſions to controul. If you 
now delay, and ſhould hereafter repent, you will 
bitterly know what it is to pluck out a right eye, 
and to cut off a right hand. When, to the oppo- 
ſition of luſts grown ungovernable by gratifica- 
tion, and remorſe for ſins which exceed calcula- 
tion, and bitter reflection “ on the irreparable miſ- 
chief you have been doing all your life; you add 
what it will coſt you to renounce the friendihip, 
to withitand the perſuaſions and inticements, to 
reſiſt the arguments, to face the ſcorn, and bear 
the reproach of thoſe comrades in iniquity, with 


whom you are hitherto happily unconnected. 
G 3 Whilſt 


* Conſider in this place, what hath been urged of the neceſſity 
of reuitution, part the ſecond, He who repents carly, eſcapes; 
that dimculty. 
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Whilſt perhaps your own children, trained up in 
wickedneſs, or the wife or huſband of your boſom, 
whom you have ignorantly eſpouſed, may be 
amongſt the number of thoſe, who are an offence 
unto you. Are you therefore in youth, in early 
youth, yea, in childhood ? you are not too young 
to be ſinners, both by nature and practice: evil 
diſpoſitions, and evil actions, render repentance 
both needful and reaſonable; and without it, you 
muſt periſh in, and for your ſins. Even now, 
therefore, I call upon you in the name of God, to ) 
** repent, and turn to God, and do works meet for 
* repentance,” Liſten not to your corruptions, | 
to your companions, to the cruel murderer of | 
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ſouls, who would perſuade you, that 'tis ſoon 
enough yet. WMillions are now in outer darkneſs, 
who on earth, intended ſome time to repent, but 
imagined they had time enough before them. 
Perhaps there are ſcarce any, who did not here- | 
tofore think as you are thinking, and flatter them { 
ſelves as you now do. Will you alſo trifle with 
the Almighty, till his patience be wearied out, | 
and he cut you off, as he hath thoſe who thus 
{ 
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| 
| 


U 
i 
1 
ul 
4 
i 
' 
fg 
; 
*? 
; 
N 
| 
b 


b | provoked him before you; and ſend you to be 
their companions, whoſe example you would 
imitate?* 


Do you imagine you ſhall find leſs difficulty, 
or have more reſolution to break through diffi- 
culties hereafter? Alas! your difficulties will 
bk daily both be multiplied and gather force; and 
q | you 


fer. xiii, 27.—Wo unto thee, O Jeruſalem, WII r thou not 
de made clean? When ſhall i once be? 


e yexation” are ſtamped upon all created enjoy- 
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you will find leſs and leſs inclination or reſolution 
to encounter them. Fear, ſhame, and conſcience 
will make gradually more feeble reſiſtance: re- 
ſtraints of education will wear off, and you will 
grow bolder in iniquity. Finding reſpite from 
puniſhment, you will grow more ſecure, and 
hardened in fin, till perhaps God will give you 
over to incurable obſtinacy. 


Do you imagine that ſinful pleaſures can afford 
you more ſatisfaction, than is to be found in 
ſerious godlineſs? Poor deluded fouls I compaſ- 
ſionate your caſe, whilſt I abhor the blaſphemous 
ſuppoſition, Yea once I thought the fame; I 
bleſs God for undeceiving me, and beg of him to 
grant you the ſaine mercy. There is no peace, 
& faith my God, for the wicked,” Vanity and 


ments. They conſiſt of eager expectations, con- 
tinual anxiety, diſappointments, and mortificati- 
ons; a few turbulent ſhort- lived gratifications, 
inſipid amuſements, and fatiguing purſuits of plea- 
ſure, The mind of the poor deluded man, who 
thus ſeeks happineſs where it is not, is unealy in 
waiting for the ſeaſon of enjoyment; ſurfeited and 
diſſatisfſied even at the moment he longed for; 
pained at the retroſpet; alarmed when he looks 
for ward to death and judgment; and can find no 
reſpite from anxiety, but by baniſhing reflection, 
and foregoing the nobleſt privilege of the rational 
nature. Your ſmiles, ye votaries of pleaſure, 
are hypocritical; your mirth is affectation; your 
heart is heavineſs in the midſt of your loudeſt 

peas 
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peals of laughter; remorſe of conſcience, and 
foreboding fears, oft diſturb even your moſt jovial 
hours, and extort the unwilling ſigh: but they 
render ſolitude and reflection bitterneſs, whilſt the 
leaſt remembrance of death, or ſymptom of its ap- 


proach, excite a horror I have felt, but cannot 
deſcribe. 


This is earthly, ungodly pleaſure, even when 
health, affluence, and all conceivable advantages 
concur to add a reliſh to it: but when ſickneſs 
ſeizes the poor wretch, who knows no other joy; 
when poverty and adverſity depreſs, and death ap- 
proaches, his caſe is ſo miſerable, and his anguith 
ſo intolerable, that no words can ſufficiently de- 
ſcribe it. 


But true religion is the ſource of the ſweeteſt 
ſerenity, the moſt refined delight, the moſt exqui- 
ſite enjoyment. From conſcious integrity, peace 
with God, ſubmiſhon to his will, and reliance on 
his providential and gracious care, ſpring calm con- 
tent with the preſent, and ſerene expectation of the 
future: which forma peace of God, which paſ- 
« ſeth all underſtanding.” Victory over the fear of 
death, and a well-grounded and lively hope of eter- 
nal happineſs, ſupport the ſoul in adverſity, and 
increaſe the enjoyment of proſperity. Contem- 
plation on the glories of the divine character, and 
the wonders God hath wrought, iſſuing in admi- 
ring love, adoring gratitude, and fervent praiſes, 
inſpires the foul at ſome ſeaſons, „with joy un- 


6 ſpeakable, and full of glory.” A life of com- 
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miſery on ſuch a peradventure? Reflect alſo, that 


E 
munion with God, an uniform walk in his pleaſant 
ways, an increaſing aſſurance, and experience of 
his love, fill the chriſtian's peaceful ſoul with an 
abiding ſatisfact ion; which nothing greatly inter- 
rupts but the ſtirrings of corruption, the force of 
temptation, and the imperfection of his obedience; 
whereby, at times, guilt burthens his conſcience, 
and ſorrow oppreſſes his heart; yet even godly 
ſorrow itſelf rather increaſes than leſſens his enjoy- 
ment: and if he for a ſeaſon be unhappy, it is 
not becauſe he is religious, but becauſe he is no 
more ſo. Nor is there any rational ſatisfaction 
which he doth not enjoy with more real reliſh, be- 
cauſe with more moderation, than others do: for 
real religion abridges us of no enjoyment, but that 
which is irrational, debaſing, or inordinate. In 
ſhort, a flaſh of lightning, which for a moment in- 
terrupts, and then increaſes the midnight gloom, 
bears more compariſon to the cheerful genial light 
of the ſun, than the moſt exquiſite gratifications 
of ſin, to thoſe joys which the real diligent chriſt- 
ian experiences from day to day. Come, taſte 
© and ſee how gracious the Lord is, and how 
e bleſſed they are who truſt in him.” 


But doth ſatan perſuade you, that you ſhall 
have time enough hereafter? Alas! can you be 
the dupes of ſo bare-faced an artifice? You know 
you have no leaſe of your lives, nor are ſure of 
beholding to-morrow's light. Many as young, 
as healthy, as vigorous as you, are followed to 
the tomb. Dare you riſque eternal happineſs or 


your 
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E your lives are in the hands of that God, whom 
your fins have greatly provoked, and your pre- 


fumptuous impenitency ſtill more. May he not 


be even at this moment ſaying, thou fool, this 


night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee.” Haſt 


thou not done enough already to provoke him to 


it? And ſhouldſt thou flight the preſent warning, 


and ruſh into forbidden pleaſure : ſeriouſly conſi- 

der, whether thou mayeſt not reaſonably fear, leſt, 

in the midſt of ſome daring provocation, he ſhould 

cut thee off with a ſtroke! and then, a great ran- 
ſom cannot ſave thee. 


Dare you flatter yourſelves with the preſump- 


1 tion of repenting, if not before, yet on a death- 


- bed? Alas, how many are cut off by ſudden death! 


= how many bereft of reaſon by the violence of diſ- 


eaſe! how many are ſeized with madneſs, incu- 
rable madneſs! how many, I ſay, periſh without 
one cry for mercy, and eternally curſe their folly, 
in being the dupes of ſuch a deluſion! “ Surely 
« in vain is the net ſpread in the fight of any 
4c bird.” You evidently ſee the deſign of ſatan 


in this temptation; he aims only to lull you into 
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ſecurity, till he can plunge you into deſpair; and 
then he will inſult over, you. But even ſhould 
you have a ſpace given you before death, can you 
reaſonably hope, that God will then give you his 
grace, which you have ſo long refuſed? Are you 
ſure you ſhall improve thoſe hours? Can you at 
length in your own ſtrength, when you are langu- 
iſhing under a violent diſorder, overcome all thoſe 
difficulties which you have con ſidered as next to 

inſurmountable, 


inſurmountable, even with the aſſiſtance of divine 


1 


grace, all the days of your health? Will you 
then need any additional anguiſh, when your 
bones are full of itrong pain, and nature is even 
ſinking under the load? Can you then be ſure 
that your repentance 1s rea] and genuine, when 
you have no opportunity of bringing it to the 
trial by the fruits it produces? One inſtance in- 
deed is recorded of a dying penitent, to ſhew that 
repentance even in thoſe circumitances is neither 
impoſſible nor unavailing: and but one, to teach 
us, that ſuch caſes are very rare. To-day, then, 
make ſure of this important concern. * Give 
not ſleep to thine eyes, nor {lumber to thine 
«* eye-lids: deliver thytelf as a roe from the hand 
© of the hunter, and as a bird from the {nare of 
„ the fowler.” 


„ Remember therefore your Creator in the days 
* of your youth.” Remember your obligations 
and relations to him, and your offences againſt 
him: remember, and repent, and ſeck forgiveneſs 
without delay, through that Saviour, who hath 
promiſed, that they who “ ſeek him early ſhall 
„find him.“ 


But, perhaps, this beſt ſeaſon is already elapſed 
with many of my readers; and it is too late to 
exhort them to early repentance. Perhaps ſome 
are ſecretly lamenting: ** my youth hath been 
os ſpent in vanity and ungodlineſs: yea, the 
„prime of life is irrecoverab!y pait, and I am 
growing hoary It the Ways ot Wickene:s: 
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«© What muſt I do? Is there nothing for me, but 
« a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and 
„ fiery indignation?” Indeed, my fellow ſinner, 
thy caſe is very deplorable: thy day is almoſt 
ſpent, the night, wherein no man can work, is 
ſwiftly approaching: thy work is not begun; 
yea, all thou haſt been doing, during the whole 
courle of thy life, muſt be, as it were, undone. 
Thou muſt travel back again, with weeping and 
ſupplication, all the way thou haſt trodden for ſo 
many years. Death, judgment, and eternity, 
preſs upon thy unprepared ſoul: the grave is 
yawning for thy enfeebled body: and ſhould death 
ſeize upon thee ere repentance hath taken place, 
it had been good for thee, hadſt thou never been 
born. Still, however, thy caſe is not deſperate: 
though provoked by thy impenitency, the Lord 
yet renews his compaſſionate invitations. If then 
thy heart begin to relent; if remorſe embitter thy 
foul; if thou art at length willing to acknowledge 
thy offence, and ſeek his face; come, and caſt 
thyſelf at his feet, and venture upon his mercy 
and truth, who faith, + Him that cometh unto me 
« I will in no wiſe: caſt out.” If indeed thou art 
renewed to repentance, tho' “ at the ninth or 
„ eleventh hour, thou ſhalt be equalled with thoſe 
* who have borne the heat and burden of the 
« day.” Herein lies the danger and the difficulty; 
but with God all things are poſſible: he“ can 


change the Ethiopian's ſkin, and the leopard's 


« ſpots; and by his power, even thou who haſt been 
long accuſtomed to do evil, mayelt learn to do 


well.“ Admire then his-long-ſuffering, who 
| hath 
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hath borne with thy impenitent difregard of his 
precepts and promiles, his authority and invitati- 
ons, for forty, fifty, ſixty, or ſeventy years: and 
has neither cut thee off by death, nor deprived 
thee of thy much abuſed reaſon, nor left thee 
to utter inſenſibility. This is diſtinguiſhing 
patience. 


Methinks, aged finner, I ſee thy relentings, 
hear thy groans, and witneſs thy tears, contuſion 
and de{pondency ; whilit the crimes of a long life 
paſs in review before thee, the ſword of divine 
juſtice is brandiſhed againſt thee, conſcience re- 
proaches, and ſatan inſinuates that now it is too 
late. Yea, thou art even inclined once more to 
liſten to his inſinuations; and to conclude that 
there is no hope, and that after ſuch a life as thine, 
thy late repentance, and worthleſs ſervices, will 
never meet with acceptance. But reject this diſ- 
honourable thought, reſiſt the lying tempter: 
when he perſuaded thee heretofore, that it was 
too early in life to repent, he led thee to the brink 
of an awful precipice: if he prevails in perſuad- 
ing thee it is now too late, he puſhes thee head- 
long into everlaſting ruin. In both he acts in 
character, **a lyar and a murderer from the be- 
„ ginning.“ 


„God's ways are above our ways, and his 

* thoughts above our thoughts, and his mercies 
e are higher than the heavens,” elſe were thy caſe 
deſperate. But now, though he will not accept 
thy late repentan e, and the feeble obedience of on: 
pcor hour, for thc:r own ſake; yet, for his own 
H name's 
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name's ſake, and through the atonement and in- 
terceſſion of Jeſus, he will pardon, and juſtify, and 
ſave thee, if truly penitent, and a real believer. 
This diſcovery of the unſpeakable riches of divine 
love, whillt it gives encouragement to thy droop- 
ing heart, ought to increaſe thy remorſe for having 
{o neglected and abuſed a God of ſuch excellency 
and mercy; and to quicken thy diligence, in 
availing thyſelf. of his patience, by fleeing for re- 
fage to the hope {till ſet before thee. To- day, 
then, if ye will hear his voice,“ before to-mor- 
row, embrace his proffered mercy, and harden not 
your hearts, And whatever ſtage of human life 
you are now arrived at, I can only inculcate the 
{ſame exhortation, * Behold, now is the accepted 
« time; behold, now is the day of falvation;” 
And ſuggeſt the ſame petition; Pſal. xc. 12.— 
«« So teach us to number our days, that we may 
„apply our hearts unto wiſdom.” * Whatſo- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it ſpeedily, and 
«with all thy might; for there is no work, nor 
« device, nor knowledge, nor wildom in the grave, 
„ whither thou goeit.” (Eccleſ. ix. 10.) I have 
ſhewn you, that this, of all other, is the moſt ne- 
ceſſary and important work you can find to do: 
make then no delay, leſt he ſwear in his wrath, 
that you ſhall never enter into his reſt,” 
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PART THE FIF TH. 


The Means of REePENTANCE, 


N entering on this part of our ſubject, a for- 
midable objection may be ſtarted, yea, and 
grounded on what hath already been diſcourſed, 
againſt treating upon the means of repentance at 
all. It hath been obſerved, that repentance is the 
gift of God to us, the purchaſe of Chriſt for us, 
and the work of the Holy Spirit in us: how then, 
it will be objected, can we do any thing towards 
it? If it pleaſe God to beſtow it upon us, we ſhall 
repent without difficulty or labour: if not, our 
labour will be altogether to no purpoſe. It is a 
certain truth, that repentance is che gift of God, 
as hath been proved from plain ſcripture teſtimo- 
ntes: 'tis equally true, and capable of the ſame 
proof, that we muſt diligently labour for it, Nor 
is there any inconſiſtency betwixt theſe diſtinct 
views of the ſubject: they only appear inconſiſtent 
to our dark and narrow apprehenſions. Upon a 
ſimilar occaſion, the Truth, the Word, and the 
Wiſdom of God ſaith, © LABOUR not for the 
i meat that periſheth, but for that meat, which 
* endureth unto everlaſting life, which the Son 
of man fhall GIVE you.” John vi. 27. Chriſt 
will give it moſt freely, but you muſt labour for 
it diligently, Thus the harveſt is the gift of 
God, who giveth ſeed to the ſower; giveth rain 
from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, and cauſeth the 
H 2 earth 
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man labour. In both temporal and ſpiritual con- 
cerns, God gives not to the flothful, but to the 
diligent; and his bounty doth not ſuperſede, but 
encourage our activity. 


mas + - * 
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He works in us, that we may work out our own 
falvation; he hath appointed means, and com- 
manded us to uſe them. Obedience is our duty, 
and the evidence of our ſincerity. We are to ule 
the means, and truſt in the Lord to render them 
effectual to the appointed end; but not to depend 
on them, or reſt in them. They, who ſeriouſly de- 
fire to repent and turn to God, will manifeſt their 
fincerity, by thus uſing every proper means in a 
proper manner: nor ſhall their labour he in vain ; 
for every one that aſketh, receiveth, and he that 
& ſeeketh, findeth, and to him that knocketh it 
„ ſhall be opened.” But negligence will detect 
hypocrites, and. juſtify God in their condemna— 
tion. Something then mult done, in order to our 
being made partakers of repentance : not under the 
notion of merit, as if we made the purchaſe; for it 
is the gift of God: not under the notion of effica- 
cious operation; for it is the work of divine 
grace: but in order to evidence our integrity in 
purpoſing repentance; that we may be found wait- 
ing upon God for it in tle way of his appointment. 
And though the means will not effect their end, 
without efficacious grace: yet are they as much 
calculated to produce the effect, as medicines to 
remove ſickneſs, or agriculture to procure the 
crop, 
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crop; both of which are rendered effeQtual only 
by the divine bleſſing. 


I, Then, conſider your ways. Thus Dayid. 
„thought on my ways, and turned my feet 
unto thy teſtimonies,” Pf, cxix. 59. Are you now 
deſirous truly to repent? Retire frequently into 
your chamber, ſhun the hurry and diffipation of 
a crowd, and court ſolitude, that you may re- 
colle& yourſelves, and ſeriouſly commune with 
your own heart. There minutely review your 
whole paſt life: with exaCtneſs ſurvey your 
thoughts, words, and actions, ever ſince the dawn 
of reaſon, or from the beginning of recollection. 
Aſk yourſelves ſeriouſly ſuch queſtions as thele: 
What have you been ſcheming, intending, pur- 
ſuing all your days? What hath been the ſtandard 
of your judgment, and rule of your conduct* the 
opinion of men, or the word of God; the faſhions 
of the world, or the example of Chriſt * What have 
your affections been fixed on? Have you given 
God or the world your heart: I mean your warm- 


eſt deſires, and moſt devoted attachment? Have 
you intentionally been pleaſing God, or your- 


telves? Have you been ſeeking his glory in every 
thing; or your own eaſe, intereſt, gratification, 
and honour? In what have your time and money 
been moſt chearfully expended? In works of piety 
and charity; or in gratifying your ſeninality, 
pride, and ambition? Have you been lay ing up, 
or aiming to lay up treaſures, in heaven, or on 
earth? Have you improved health, prolperity, 
abilities, and influence, in promoting the 

H 23 glory 
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glory of God, the intereſts of piety, and the 
good of men? Or have you done no good, but 
miſchief with them? Hath God been the delight- 
ful ſubject of your meditations and converſation? 
or have you willingly and habitually forgotten 
him, and regarded religious thoughts and con- 
verſe, as inſipid and irkſome? Hath the ſweet 
work of prayer and praiſe, the worſhip of God, 
and hearing and reading his word, been your 
pleaſure or your taſk? Have you been out of your 
element when thus. employed, and found more 
charms, and experienced more ſatisfaction in 
licentious company and. diſſipated mirth? Have 
vou habitually reverenced the ſacred name of 
God, hallowed his ſabbaths, and frequented his 
ſanctuary with reverence and devotion? Or have: 
you taken his name in vain *, deſpiſed his ordi— 
nances, polluted his ſabbaths, or mocked him 
with an hypocritical worſhip ? 
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By taking the name of God in vain, I do not mean, nor does 
the Bible mean, merely blaſphemy, perjury, and profane ſwearing; 
but every jeſt, or expreffion, which implies want of reverence to 
the name of God, his word, and ſacred things. Almoſt in all compa- 
nies, the converſation, even tho' trifling, and polluting, is inceſ- 
ſintly interlarded with the words Gop, Los p, Cuxis r, and ſuch 
like; which are formed into hackney'd phraſes, and uſed as mere 
expletives to adorn a periad ; or as notes of admiration, approba- 
tion, or indignation. Nothing can more fulle diſcover the degree, 
ia which linful man deſpifes the glorious God, than this general, 
ant almoſt univerfal practice. Without pleaſure, profit, or temp- 
tation, in violation ofan expreſs command, and in defiance of an 
awful threatening ; that tremendous name, which impreſſes angels 
with holy awe, and at which devils tremble, is made man's mere 
by- word. But when the aFronted Jehovah, ſhall at lat addreſs the 

x ſinner, 
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make diligent ſearch into your ſecret practices, 


E 

What have your imaginations been? pure and 
heavenly, or lewd, ambitious, envious, covetous, 
revengeful, and abominable? What hath your 
diſcourſe been? edifying, ſerious, and candid, or 
profane, polluted, trifling, ſlanderous, and diſ- 
ſembling? What have your tempers been? meek, 
peaceable, and kind; or turbulent, contentious, 
and overbearing? Have you behaved, as the word 
of God directs, in relative life, as parents, 
children, huſbands, wives, maſters, and ſervants? 
Hath equity, diſintereſtedneſs, and kindneſs; or 
ſelfiſhneſs, covetouſneſs, and fraud, directed your 
worldly buſineſs? Have you in ſobriety, chaſtity, 
and temperance, governed your appetites and 
paſſions?“ | a 
But L have already exceeded due bounds in this 
ſpecimen of queries, which you ought with all 
impartiality to propoſe to yourſelves, allowing 
conſcience, after mature recollection, to return 
a faithful anſwer. In ſhort, ſet the law of God, 
and the example of Chriſt before your eyes: 


intentions, and inclinations: ſteadily view your 
likeneſs, 


ſinner, “ Wherefore haſt thou deſpiſed the commandment of the 
Lord? and he finds that God will “ not hold him guiltlefs;“ 
his profane trifling will beat an end; and he will be conſtraĩned to 
tremble at that name he would aot reverence, The inefficacy of 
much apparent religion, and the worchleſſneſs of much evangelical 
profeſſion, are demonſtrated, by their failing to repreſs this awfut 
profaneneſs. All true chriſtians, who worſhip God in ſpirit and 
truth, are, by that profound veneration they bear to the Lord, cured 
eſſt ctually ofthis practice; and ought to unite in bearing teſti. 
mony againſt it, boldly, in all companies, 
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likeneſs, and eſtimate your character in this 
manner, until you know what manner of perſons 
you are. Shrink not back from that view of ſelf- 
deformity, which will thus be repreſented to you; 
but look, and look again, till you abhor your- 
ſelves, and repent in duſt and aſhes, 


The man, whoſe circumſtances are embarraſſed, 
may poſhbly retrieve all, if he be content in 
time to look well into his affairs, and be made 
ſenſible how bad they are: but to ſhrink from 
this inſpection, and to baniſh reflection on a diſ- 
agreeable ſubject, completes many a man's ruin. 
Thus multitudes are afraid, or averſe to fully 
examine their own character, conduct, and ſtate; 


they flee from reflection, becauſe uneaſy and mor 


tifying; and hnddle up all in an unexamincd ob- 
ſcurity, till they ruſh blindfold into remedileſs 
ruin. But by carefully examining how matters ſtand 
betwixt God and our ſouls, the danger is diſco- 
vered, the remedy is at hand, and our deſtruction 
happily prevented. Shift not then this buſineſs: 
flur it not over, but go through with it, though 
diſagreeable and mortifying to pride: and you 
will find yourſelves amply recompenſed, not only 
by it's ſubſerviency to repentance, but to future 
folid and abiding peace of conſcience. 


II. Examine your heart and life daily. Nor 


only ſay, what © have I done?” but what am 1 


now doing? The heart is deceitful above all 
* things, and deſperately wicked, who can know 


_«Kijt?” And the Lord pronounces him a “ fool, 
„ho 


© 99 7 

« who. truſleth in his own heart.“ Men retaim 

their good opinion of, and confidence in them= 

ſelves, becauſe they remain ſtrangers to their 

own hearts, for want of daily examination ; for 

the only way to diſcover a concealed villain, is 

carefully to watch him. Watch then your own. 

hearts: examine well your own lives: keep before 

your eyes the requirements of the divine law, as. 

far as known: ſearch the ſcriptures daily tor fur- 

ther information: review your daily conduct, 

judging of it by that infallible ſtandard: deſcend 
to particulars; to omiſhons and commiſſions, 

words and actions, intentions, and imaginations; 

deficiencies and defilements in duty, and back- 

wardneſs toit. This will prove of vaſt impor- 

tance to ſelf- knowledge, and conſequently to ſelſ- 

abaſement. Tho' difficult at firſt, it will ſoon 
become natural and pleaſant to the true chriſtian; 

it will continually keep the heart humble and 
watchful, and the conicience tender; and depen- 
dance on the mercy of God, through the blood 
of Chriſt, for pardon, in continual exerciſe, This 
conduct, like well-ordered accounts, will prevent 
a thouſand anxieties and terrors in times of dan- 
ger and ſickneſs, and at the hour of death, 
Grudge not, then, this labour, if you are am- 
bitious to be called diſciples of Jeſus, and do not 
judge yourſelves unworthy of everlaſting lite, 


III. Meditate frequently upon ſuch ſubjects, 
as tend to excite and increaſe in the heart, the 
ſenſe of the odiouſneſs of ſin; labouring with 


your reluctant minds to bring and keep them 
cloſe 
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cloſe to this exerciſe. Impenitency is greatly 
the effect of extenuating notions of the malignity 
of ſin; repentance muſt then flow from a ſenſe of 
it's hatefulneſs. *Tis needleſs to enumerate the 
various ſubjects which, duly meditated upon, 
may have this effect; and it would lead us into 
repetitions. Such are the majeſty and excellency, 
authority and law, threatenings and judgments of 
God: his righteous ſeverity againſt ſinning angels, 
againſt Adam and his whole poſterity, againſt the 
inhabitants of the old world, againſt Sodom and 
Gomorrah, againſt the nations of Canaan, againſt 
the people of Iſrael, in a variety of inſtances, 
efpecially in the final deſtruction of their city, 
and continued diſperſion of their nation. All 
theſe, and others too numerous for me to mention, 
are but forerunners and emblems of that ever- 
laſting deſtruction, wherewith in the future ſtate 
they ſhall be“ punifhed, who know not God, 
© and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt,” Now, „we know that the judgment 
« of God is according unto truth :” theſe awful 
inſtances of his tremendous juſtice ſhew us his 


1 Judgment of the evil of ſin, and what it really de- 


ſerves: even his judgment, who is LOVE, and 


4 delighteth not in the death of a ſinner; but 


puniſhes ſolely to expreſs his holy hatred of that 
abominable thing, which we lodge in our boſom, 
and plead in behalf of. And theſe things were 


WB written on purpoſe to lead us to judge concerning 


fin, as God judgeth: and this will ſurely iſſue in 
unfeigned repentance, 


IV. 
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IV. Meditate frequently and intenſely on the 
death of Chriſt: conſider, who he was, and what 
he ſuffered. and wherefore he ſuifered. Purpolely 
retire to contemplate this ſurpriſing ſcene, nor 
yield to wearineſs or indiſpoſition, till you arrive 
at ſome heart affe ing views of a crucified Sa- 
viour Superficial ſpeculations may amuſe the 
fancy, and furniſh our converſation: but without 
deeply examining and well digeſting this ſubject, 
and being thus eſtabliſhed in judgment concer- 
ning it, we can never in habitual experience re- 
concile godly ſorrow with abiding peace, and joy 
in the Lord; or humble repentance, with a lively 
hope of everlaſting life, Here that chriſtian, 
who turns his eyes from other objects, that he 
may ſtedfaſtly look unto Jeſus*, will perceive 
that the awſul vengeance of God againſt ſin, 
(before confidered) proceeds not from want of 
love to the perſons of ſinners, but from abhor- 
rence of moral evil, the effect of a perfect view 
of it's infinite malignity: that this judgment and 
conduct is eſſential to his moſt perfect character, 
and requiſite to his glory as moral Governor of 
the univerſe. When, therefore, in boundleſs 
love, he determined the ſalvation of ſinners, he 
would not ſpare his own Son, but would ſooner 
deliver him, in whom his foul delighted, to the 
molt intenſe agonies and ignominious death, than 
leave fin unpuniſhed, or permit his intelligent 
creatures to remain ignorant of his infinite hatred 
of it. For the inſtruction of the whole univerſe 


* Alluding to Heb. xiv. 2. &Dopuvles 
to 


1 
ttoeernal ages, in theſe and other important 
truths, reſpecting the divine character, law, and 
government, did the Son of God “ ſuffer once for 
*<« fins, the juſt for the unjuſt.” 


Here likewiſe the ſinner may learn to eſtimate 
the worth of his immortal ſoul: the vanity of this 
world: the dangerous ſituation he is placed in 
the difficulty there is in a finner's ſalvation, (which 
colt him, who created and upholds all things by 
his powerful word, ſuch humiliation and ſuffer- 
ings:) the unſpeakable love of God. and his wil- 
lingneſs.to ſave ſinners; ſeeing he hath not with- 
Held his only begotten Son from us. Theſe are 
leſſons, which, being well learned, are all emi- 
nently conducive to repentance, and can be 
learned to ſuch advantage in no other way, as 
by looking unto Jeſus, and meditating on his 
„ ſufferings.” He then, who ſincerely would 


repent, muſt daily retire in contemplation to 
Gethſemane and Golgotha. 


V. Laſtly, The whole muſt be rendered ef- 
fectual by fervent and importunate prayer, with- 
out which all other means will be in vain, 
Whether we read, or meditate, or examine our 
lives and hearts, or whatever we do, prayer muſt 
accompany all, for it is God who takes away the 
heart of ſtone, and gives the heart of fleſh, and 
renews us unto repentance; and him we mult 
earneſtly ſupplicate to beſtow on us this good and 
perfect gift. But alas! it is extremely difficult to 
prevail upon men to get alone, and on their bend- 
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el knees, day by day, to beſeech the Lord, in 
the name 6f Jeſus Chriſt, to work this change in, 
and beſtow this gift upon them. To read, to 
hear ſermons, and other things of a public nature, 
men may be more eaſily induced. A mere form, 
or taſk. of devotion, may alſo be reconciled witli 
a ſelf-ſufficient and worldly ſpirit. and conduct: 
but real prayer ſtands in direct oppoſition thereto. 
It is the very language of indigence and depen- 
dence, and earneſt longings after God and holi- 
neſs. In order to pray as he ought, a man muſt 
know, in ſome meaſure, how vaſt and various 
his wants are: he muſt underſtand his true in- 
tereſt and happineſs; he muſt ſupremely value 
the favour and image of God. No man can 
truly pray for ſpiritual bleſſings, who doth not 
carefully review his life, explore his heart, and 
in ſome meaſure know his own character: who 
is not in ſome degree acquainted with the ma- 
jeſty, holineſs, and heart-ſearching knowledge 
of God, and his own abſolute dependence upon 
him; his relations and obligations to him, and 
offences committed againſt him: and who is not, 


in a general way at leaſt, inſtructed in the way 
of 2 for Ae to an offeaded God, through 


the atoning blood of his Son; and humbly wil- 
ling to approach in this appointed way. Such a 
one draws near with reverential fears and deep 


ſelf-abaſement, confeſſing his unworthineſs, and 


imploring forgiveneſs, encouraged only by be- 
lieving apprehenſions of the rich mercy of God, 
to ſinners thro' the mediation of Jeſus. 


ſcious alſo of ignorance, weakneſs, and depra- 
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21 
vity, in humble ſincerity and earneſt longings, 
he pleads the promiſes of the word of God, and 
implores the teaching, ſtrengthening, ſanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit. Faith, repentance, 
and univerſal holmeſs, he longs. for, feels his 


want of, expects and ſecks daily from God in 


prayer, In all this, his words expreſs, but not 
fully, the very meaning of his heart. Daily he 
thus opens and pours out his ſoul unto God, 
turning the precepts and promiſes, he reads in, 
or hears from, the word of God, into feryent 
petitions. All his ſorrows, anxieties, and per- 
plexities, he ſpreads before the Lord, ſeeking, 
in every exigence, ſupport, direction, and con- 
ſolat ion from him: ſubjoining continual thank ſ- 
givings for mercics received, and interceſſions for 
all around him: and ſubmiſſively referring him- 
felf, in every caſe, to the will and wiſdom of his 
heavenly Father. Thus is he careful for no- 
« thing, but in every thing by prayer and ſup- 
« plication, with thankſgiving, makes his re- 
« queſts knovrn unto God;” “ and caſts his care 
« upon him, who careth for him.” Such prayer 
as this cannot be taught by man, but muſt be 
the effect of the pouring out of the ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplication;“ who communicating 
divine light to the underſtanding, and holy diſ- 
poſitions to the heart, excites fervent and ſpiritual 
deſires in the ſoul, and teacheth us to pray with 
« groanings that cannot be uttered,” It is there- 


fore called in the word of God, “ praying in 
« and by the Spirit; as oppoſed to a form of 
| godlineſs, 
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godlineſs, or good words ſpoken with the mouth, 
without ſuitable affections and defires in the 
heart“. He, whoſe words expreſs more than he 
mtends, or heartily deſires, prays formally and 
hpocritically: He, who means all his words ex- 
preſs, and more than he can find words to ex- 
preſs, evidently prays ſpiritually, and though he 
may not be aware of it, is aſſiſted in prayer by 
the Holy Spirit. 


But if this be really prayer, and nothing how - 
ever ſpecious or oſtentatious, be prayer, which 
has not in it ſomething of this nature, (as I truſt, 
upon mature examination. of the ſcripture, will 
be found the caſe): then evidently, the proud, 
ungodly, and carnal-minded, cannot pray aright. 
Nor can it be deemed ftrange, if, when a finner 
is firſt ſeriouſly impreſſed with concern for his 
foul, he hath great reluctaney to this ſpiritual ex- 
erciſe, and knows not how to go about it. For 
even real chriſt ians, who are arrived at ſome 
meaſure of ſtability, and have made conſiderable 
proficiency in a life of communion with God, 

12 meet 


* Saul, previous to converſion, was a ſtrict Phariſee, who made 
long prayers; yet when the Lord ſpoke of his converſion to Ananias, 
he ſays, with emphaſis, © Behold he prayeth,” Before, he might 
read, or repeat long forms, or pray fluently in extemporancous lan- 
guage. But now he feclshis indigence, dependence, and unwore- 
thineſs, and really prays with ſuitable defires and diſpoſitions, 


+ Tam far from thinking that no prayer is accepted, which 
comes not up to this deſcription: but this is the nature of a finner's 
praying for ſpiritual bleſſings which to ſome good meaſure accor- 
ding to his grace, a believer attains, and every accepted prayer has 
ſomething of the ſame nature, 
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concern: and have need continually to be hum-. 
bled: for neglects and imperfections; and want 


excite, teach, and enable them thus to pray al- 
ways and not faint. 


Satan alſo will oppoſe to the uttermoſt all his 
artifices to prevent a ſinner's approaching to the 
throne of grace: well knowing, that in the criti- 
tal ſeaſon, when any perſon is under ſerjous im- 
preſſions, if he can be prevailed on, to neglect 
prayer, they will ſoon wear, off, and leave the 
conſcience more inſenſible than before. The 
buſineſs, pleaſures, diverſions, and ſociety of. 
the world; and that ſcorn. with which ungodly 
men treat a life of prayer, combine their influ- 
ence in aid of. natural corruption and fatan's temp- 
tation, to keep the poor convinced ſinner from 
the throne of grace. And, as if theſe hindrances 
were not ſufficient, even ſome, profeſſing ſerious 
godlineſs, (whoſe intention may be better than 
their judgment) extremely increaſe the difficulty, 
by ſtrenuouſly contending, that unconverted per- 
{ons ought not to pray, or be exhorted to it“. It 
is 


If a man ought not to pray before converſion, he ought to 


de not ſure of his converfion, he cannot be ſure whether praver be 
his duty or privilege, Thus aſſuravce ſprings up in 1 finne1's hear: 
Al at once; and now having received he may aſk; having found 
to may begin to ſeek; the door being opened he may begin 1 
knock.—Surely at firſt glance every one mull ſee this to be abſu19, 
and unſcriptural, yea antiſcriptural, Truly all ought to pray, but 
nose 


meet with conſiderable difficulty in. this grand 


continually freſh ſupplies of divine aſſiſtance ta 


Know, that is, be ſure of his converſion, before he pray; for if be 
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is allowed, that ſuch is the pride and ungodlineſs 
of man, that left to himſelf, and under ſatan's 
influence, he never will pray in ſincerity. Con- 
founding this depraved difinclination with a real 
want of ability, they thence argue the want of 
obligation, But this argument, if it prove any 
thing, proves too much; and would conſequently 
repeal the law and abrogate the goſpel, and fur- 
niſh ſatan himſelf with an apology, by making 
inward depravity a juſtification of outward te- 
bellion: the deſperate wickedneſs of the heart, 
for the defperate wickedneſs of the life, For 
certain it is, that man is as much diſinclined to 
keep the whole law, or to repent, and believe the 
goſpe!, as he is to pray; and will never do either 
one or the other, if left to himſelf, deſtitute of 
the influences of divine grace. But doth this in- 
deed juſtify all our tranſgreſſions of the law, and 
contempt of the goſpel? 

I 3 Again, 


none will in ſincerity, until the holy Spirit in ſome degree inclines 
the heart. Now, a man feels an jnclination to do that, which be- 
fore was his duty, tho' he did it not: frequently he knows not from 
whence this change procceds: but is encouaged by ſuch ſcriptures 
as that before alluded too, Matt. vii. 7. 8. and that, Iſaiah lv. 6, 7. 
** Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while 
* he is near. Let the wicked forſake his way, &c.” And thus 
he begins to aſk and ſeek; and in conſequence to receive and find 
and in this way giving diligence he makes his calling and ele$ion 
fure, And this reconciles all the different views the ſcripture 
gives us of this matter. The Loid ſeeking us when loſt, and be- 
ing found of us, when we ſought him not, inclines us (tho* not 
aware whence this inclination comes) to ſeek him in prayer; and 
thus we receive all ſpiritual and eternal blefings in the way of 
King and receiving. 
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Again, prayer is an important part of that 
worſhip and obedience the law requires: and it is 
alſo the grand means of receiving from Jeſus new 
covenant bleſhngs. He then, who prays not, at. 
once breaks the law, and contemns the goſpel : 
and he that keeps the whole law, and“ thus of- 
fends in one point, is. guilty of all.“ James ii. 
10. If then a ſinner ought not to pray, he is 
juſtifiable in breaking the whole law and equally 
juſtifiable in neglecting the ſalvation of the goſ- 
pel. But in truth, our depraved inclinations are 
in no reſpect the meaſure of our duty, but the 
direct oppoſite. ** The carnal mind is enmity to 

God; is not ſubject to the law of God, nor in- 
„ deed can be.” This law, to which the carnal 
mind cannot be ſubject is the meaſure of our duty. 
This men cannot obey, becauſe of the depravity 
of their nature, which enhances, inſtead of ex- 
tenuates their guilt. Men ought to love God, 
and one another: having ſinned, they ought to 
repent: they ought to believe and pray, and 
deny themſelves, and mortify their luſts, But 
they do not. Wherefore? hecauſe they diſlike 
God's ſervice, hate his law, reject his authority, 
deſpiſe his goſpel, and prefer the gratification of 
their luſts. And theſe hateful diſpoſitions are ſo 
predominant in them, that without the Lord 
powerfully interpoſe, they are inſuperable. Can 
theſe hateful diſpoſitions then be ſeriouſly urged 
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Numbers xv. 30, 31. The ſoul that doth ought preſump- 
tuouſly, the ſxme reproacheth the Lord—he hath deſpiſed the 
Word of the Lord, 
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jections, obviating their diſcouragements, repre- 
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as an excuſe? Will any dare to urge them at the 
day of judgment? No, every mouth will then be 
ſtopped, and all the world ſhall be found guilty 
before God. | ſhould not have touched upon. 
this controverſial ſubject, had I not obſerved how. 
greedily this poiſon is drunk down, and how fa- 
tally it operates in ſtupifying the conſcience, flat- 
tering the pride, and apologizing for the ſloth of. 
mankind. 


Inſtead of thus abetting, we ſhould endeavour 
to. counteract theſe artifices of ſatan, and to com- 
bat the reluctancy of a ſinner's heart, by ſhew- 
ing the abſolute neceſſity of prayer unto ſalvation: 
by -enforcing the invitations to the throne of 
grace: by expatiating on. the promiſes made to 
all, who call upon. the Lord: by explaining the 
nature of prayer: direCting in the new and living 
way to the throne of grace: anſwering their ob- 


ſenting it as our privilege, and unſpeakable con- 
ſolation: and exhorting them to draw near, and 
ſhare our happineſs: aſſured, that they, who are 
thus excited to pray, will in due time “ render 
«unto God the praiſe of making them to differ.“ 
But I retutn from this digreſſion. My fellow 
ſinners, you muſt pray, or periſh. Your back- 
wardneſs to pray ſhould humble you, and ſtir 
you up to overcome it, eſpecially by crying unto. 
the Lord to incline your heart by his grace to 
love and delight in prayer. Your ignorance 
ſhould urge you to begin as the diſciples did; 
Lord, teach us to pray,” You mult not yield 

to. 
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to corruption, temptation, or diſcouragement, 
but perſevere therein with all ſincerity and ear- 
neſtneſs. If you pray aright, you will be far 
enough ſrom truſting in, or boaſting of, your 
prayers; for you will perceive much impet ſection 
and defilement therein. But though humbled on 
that account, you need not deſpond; your prayers, 
though broken, faultering, and feeble, if you 
mean what you expreſs, and defire what you aſk, 
thall meet with acceptance, through the inter- 
eeſſion of Felus, and be not only anſwered, but 
in due ſeaſon far exceeded, Eſpecially in this 
way you mult ſeek repentance; as the gift of 
God through Jeſus Chriſt, uſing the other means 
with diligence, earneſtneſs, and perſeverance: 
and then you will aſſuredly be made partakers of 
that repentance, which is unto ſalvation, not to 
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CONCLUSION. 


AvING thus finiſhed my defign, no- 
thing remains but to cloſe the fubject by 2: 
few practical obſervations. 


I. I would obferve- from what has been diſ- 
courſed; that every ſpecies of religion, in whictr 
repentance formeth not an eminent part from firſt 
to laſt, is juſtly to be ſuſpected, yea, certainly 
to be condemned, as-unſcriptural and deſtructive. 
There is much of this religion. in the world,. 
which comes recommended oftentimes by extra- 
ordinary zeal for ſome peculiar doctrines of chriſ- 
tianit y, and is. diſtinguiſhed by unwarranted con- 
fidence and high affections. Men hearing the 
goſpel, are ſuperficially alarmed on account of 
their ſins, and eagerly look out for comfort. 


artifice, and are eafily impoſed on with falſe 
comfort, deduced from falfe principles, exactly 
ſuited to their carnal, unhumbled hearts, Thus 
they preſume that their fins are pardoned; and 
their ſtate good; and with this preſumption, ſelf- 
love is delighted, and high affeQions produced! 
theſe, expreſſed in earneſt, fluent language, cre-. 
ate them injudicious admirers, and this flatters 
and affedts them the more, and confirms them in. 
their confidence; ſo that they think they muſt 
doubt no more, after ſuch experiences. Yet this 
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is all but a land flood, and ſoon ſubfides. They 

gradually experience a decay of their affection, 
and grow lifeleſs, indolent and worldly : with 

their affection, their confidence declines, but they 
ſtruggle hard ta exclude doubtings: they. call. 
themſelves backſliders: allow themſelves to. have 
forſaken their firſt love: and groan out Job's: 
complaint, though not in Job's meaning, Oh 
« that it were with me, as. in: months paſt.” 

And would a with ſufice, ſomething might be 
done ; but they have no heart. for greater exer- 
tion. To cloſe all, they abuſe the doctrine of 
final perſeyerance: take it for granted. that they 
are ſaints: expect to be reſtoredas it were by mira- 
cle, whilſt they turn a deaf ear to the voice of; 
Chriſt, commanding. them to:“ be zealous, and. 
repent ;”* till at length, perhaps, a ſuitable occa . 
Gon and temptation. n they throw aſide 
their profeſſion. 
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hearers, who had faith, and confidence, and joy, 
ſuch as they were, but no repentance or hu- 
mility®, and therefore no root in.themſelves.: for 
it is only by renewing our hearts. unto. repen- 
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and holineſs, as hath been already demonſtrated. 


It is very obſervable how often the words, Every one that 


* ſhall be exalted,” is repeated by our Saviour; and how many 


heart remains unhumbled, 


This. is the very religion of the Rony-ground 


tance, that the ground is prepared for the recep- 
tion of the ſeed, and the production of true faith, 


Let 


et exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed, and he that bumbleth himſelf 


fimilar expreſſions are uſed by his apoſtles. This infallibly teaches 
us, that all appearances of religion. are fallacious, ſo long as the 
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Let no man deceive you by vain words, as if 
this was a low or legal matter. Except you are 
partakers of repentance, and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance, all your religion is vain, 


your hopes preſumptuous, and your deſtruction 
inevitable; whatever other attainments, gifts, or 
experiences you may have to hoaſt of, or to buoy 
up your confidence. Satan can transform him» 
ſelf into an angel of light, and as effectually, 
(though more unſuſpectedly) ruin ſouls by falſe 
religion, as by open ungodlineſs. 


II. I obſerve from what hath been diſcourſed, 
that great care is requiſite in diſtinguiſhing be- 
twixt true repentance, and that which is {uper- 
ficial and merely natural“. This is of vaſt im- 
portance, as numbers of thoſe, who die impeni- 
tent, have at times judged themſelves, and been 
thought by others, to be penitent. Let it then 
be remembered, that true repentance, though 
generally accompanied with terror, tears, con- 


q | feſſions, 


Some will, perhaps, de diſpoſed to enquire, Why I do not 
ad opt the common diſtinct ion detwixt legal and evangehcal repen- 
tance? As the mode of ęxpreſſion is not ſcriptural, every one is at 
liderty to uſe it or not: and it did not appear to me ſufficiently 
exat or comprehenſive for my purpoſe. True repentance has 
more xeſpeft to the law, as tranſgieſſed by fin, and juſtly con- 
demaing the ſinner, than any falſe repentance can have. Whilſt, 
on the other hand, men are more frequently ſeduced into x depen- 
d ince on a ſuperficial repentance by unwarrantable preſump jons of 
mercy, and falſe apprehenfions of evangelical truth, than by Naviſh 
regard to th: law. Natural and ſpiritual repentance ſeems 10 me a 
preferable diſtinftion. By natural repentance, I would under and 
every ſort of repentance a mere natural man is capuble of: by ſpiij- 
tual repentanc2, that which ſprings from true grace in the heart. 
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Feſfions, and outward reformation, good words, 
fair promiſes, ant earneſt refolutions, doth not 
conſiſt in, or uniformly attend upon all or any 


of them. 


But true repentance is a change of 
judgment, inclination, and affection, in reſpect 


of ſin immediately; accompanied, preceded, or 
followed by a change of judgment, inclination, 


and affection, in reſpect of fin immediately; ac- 
companied, preceded, or followed by a change 
of judgment, inclination, and affection reſpecting 
God and his law, Chriſt and his goſpel, ourſelves 
and our conduct, this world and the next. From 
this change, ſpring ſorrow ſor fin, ſelf-abaſement, 
and condemnation, fole dependence on God's 
mercy; ſupreme valuation of Jefus-and'his filya- 
tion; love to Ged and holineſs; tenderneſs of 
conſcience; zeal for good works; all holy tem- 
pers, holy converſation, and holy conduct; ac- 
companied with continual humiliations for re- 
maining imperfections and defilements. Where 
thefe effects have been evidently produced, 
though with little or no terror, no effuſions of 
tears, or ſeaſons of peculiar melting ; but gra- 


dually and filently, the repentance is yet ſincere 
and genuine, by this rule—it leads to Chriſt.and 


holineſs. But all other appearances, whether of 
legal terror iſſuing in ſelf-dependence, and neg- 
le& of Chriſt: or of ſuppoſed evangelical humili- 
ation iſſuing in profeſſed dependence on Chriſt 
and free grace, whilſt ſin is not abhorred -and 
avoided, nor holineſs loved and practiſed, are ſu- 
perficial and hypocritical. Herod might have 


paſſed or a true e if John would have al- 
lowed 
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Jowed him his Herodias : yet John hall loſe his 
head, rather than Herod, notwithſtanding pro- 
miſing appearances, will part with his beloved 
luſt. And human nature is juſt the ſame in 
other men, that it was in Herod, Let no repen- 
tance therefore ſatisfy any man, which doth not 
endear Chriſt and univerſal holineſs; and divorce 
the heart from every luſt, eſpecially that which 
heretofore was the cuſtomary and beloved fn, 


III. I would, from what hath been diſcourſed, 
take occaſion to conſider in few words, the nature 
and neceſlity of regeneration. No other religion, 
but that which hath been deſcribed, requires 
that entire change, which this, and a variety of 
expreſſions in the ſacred ſcriptures, of like im- 
port, imply. A Phariſee's reformation, morality, 
and outward worſhip, require no entire inward 
renovation: and having no experience of it, nor 
ſeeing any occaſion for it, with Nicodemus he 
exclaims, „How can theſe things be?” The 
evangelical, or antinomian ſelf deceiyer alſo ma 
have his opinions, affections, and confidence, 
without becoming a new creature: and will 
therefore, whilſt he uſes the terms, miſtake their 
import, and ſignify by them ſome of thoſe im- 


pulſes and revelations which he experiences and 
boaſts of. 


But ſelf-admiring, ſelf-juſtifying man, wit] 
never exerciſe that ſelf-· Ioathing and ſelf-condem- 
ning repentance which hath been deſcribed, cx- 
cept he be born again. Inſenſible to the attrac- 
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tions of heavenly objects, through inordinate love 
of worldly things he never will renounce and 
abhor all ſin, mortify every luſt, die to all carnal 
objects, and delight in God and univerſal holi- 
neſs; except he be changed into a new creaturc 
by the eificacious influences of the Holy Spirit; 
except ** old things paſs away, and all things be- 
© come new.“ 


This is the new birth ſo frequently ſpoken of 
in the ſacred ſcriptures. A new principle of 
divine life implanted in the heart, purifying the 
various powers of the foul. Hence proceed an 
enlightened underſtanding, a ſound judgment in 
divine things, holy affect ions, a pure imagina- 
tion, a ſanctified memory, and a well-informed, 
tender, but not ſuperſtitious conſcience. Hence 
proceed new fears, new hopes, new joys, new 
ſorrows, new averſions and deſires, new 
diſpoſitions, and a new life. Yet, as theſe 
things are in this life only imperfect in their de- 
gree, this imperfection of grace, and remainder 
of corruption, extort from the true chriſtian bit- 
ter complaints; „Oh wretched man that I am, 
« who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
„death?“ and put vigour into his prayers, 
„Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew 
« a right ſpirit within me:“ and ſtill find him 
employment for repentance, and watchfulneſs; and 
endear free forgiveneſs, through the blood of 


Chriſt, 


All 


E 

All your averſion to this thorough repentance, 
and all your delays about it, only demonſtrate 
your need of being born again. Should God im- 
plant in your hearts ſuch a new principle of holi- 
neſs, as would make you reliſh and take pleaſure 
in divine things, you would find it natural and 
caſy to abhor fin, mourn over it, and forſake it; 
to repent, and do works meet for repentance, 
Have you then a real deſire after this invaluable 
gift? If you have not, butprefer the quiet ſatisfac- 
tion of your carnal inclinations, you are juſtly left 
without that which you ſo deſpiſe. If you have, 
&« aſk and it ſhall be given you, ſeek and you ſhall 
find, knock and it ſhall be opened unto you. For 
every one that aſketh recciveth, and he that ſeek- 
eth findeth, and to him that knocketh it ſhall be 
opened,” 


IV. I now take my leave of impenitent ſinners 
with a ſerious expoſtulation, I mean ſuch as are 
tiving ſecretly or openly in covetouſneſs, injuſtice, 
lewdneſs, drunkenneſs, profaneneſs, or any known 
fin; who remember not to hallow the ſabbath, to 
read the ſcriptures, to worſhip God, to relieve the 
poor, or any other known duty: or who proudly 
truſt in themſelves, that they are righteous, and 
deſpiſe others, and neglect Chriſt and his ſalvati- 
on. Oh make no more excuſes or delays: * flee 
„from the wrath to come.“ „Exil purſueth 
% ſinners:” if it overtake you in impenitency, 
eternal miſery is your dreadful portion. Yet, yet 
a long ſuffering God has patience with you: 
the goſpel invites, and Jeſus ſtands with open 
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arms to receive you; complains that you will not 
come to him, that you may have life; affirms 
with an oath, that he hath no pleaſure in the 
death ofa, ſinner;“ and, as with tears of com- 
paſhon, adds, turn ye, turn ye, why will ye 
die? Do you then love death? Will ye flight 
fuch warnings, ſuch expoſtulations, ſuch invita- 
tions, ſuch, compaſſionꝰ Well, if this prevail not, 
I muſt with reluctance leave you, as Paul did the 
Jews. © Your blood be upon your own. head, 
« I am free.“ 


V. I now turn to thee, poor weeping. ſinner,. 
who art almoſt inconſolable, and ſinking in deſ- 
pondency. Thou ſcarce canſt hope that God 
will pardon ſo great a ſinner; the expectation 
ſeems to border on preſumption: yet ſtill thy 
humiliation appears to thyſelf fright, and thy re- 
pentance ſuperficial, and thy heart inſenſible: 
yea, though it is almoſt melted within thee, it feels 
like a very ſtone; and ſtill thou pleadeſt, ** Oh 
take away the heart of ſtone, and give the heart 
of fleſh.” Behold, 1 bring thee glad tidings of. 
great joy; and I ſhall ſhare thy joy, if I may but 
de the inſtrument of adminiſtering peace and com- 
fort to thee: Come unto me,“ ſaith Jeſus, ** all 
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt,” Behold, he calleth thee: be of 
good courage. All who will, may come: he hath 
given thee the willing mind, and will in no wiſe 
** caſt thee out.” He will bind up thy broken 
heart, and give thee the oil of joy for mourning, 
and the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs. 

time: 


in 
Only wait his time: let him probe thy wounds to 
the bottom: catch not impatiently at comfort: beg 
for ſtill deeper humiliation: uſe every means of en- 
creaſing thy abhorrence of, and watchfulneſs againſt 


ſin; and it ſhall not be long before he will ſhed. | 
*« abroad his love in thy heart, and cauſe thee to 


% abound in hope, thro' the power of the Holy 
*« Ghoſt.” In the mean time reflect, that whiltt 
thou art mourning on earth, heaven reſounds with 
joyful acclamations and praiſes on thy account: 
wait then and pray, and thou ſhalt, ere long, re- 
Joice and praiſe too, and that for ever. 


VI. But ſome perhaps will ſay, I have not 
this work to do now, I repented many years- 


ago. What, art thou ſtill a ſinner, and halt 
no need to repent? The true chriſtian can indeed 
thankfully ſay, my repentance is effectually 
begun: but only the ſaint in glory can truly ſay, 
my repentance is finiſhed, The more a true 
believer knows of God and Chriſt, and the law 
and goſpel; and the larger his experience is of 
his own depravity. and the Lord's goodneſs; the 
more he hates ſin, the more he recollects of for- 
mer fins, the quicker. ſenſe he hath of preſent 


ſinfulneſs, and the deeper and purer is his repen-- 


tance, He rejoices in the Lord with penitent 
joy, and mourns for fin with ſweet and joyful 
mourning.. His humility increaſes his thankful- 
neſs and admiration of- the love of Chriſt, and 
enhances his conſolation; for it is a pleaſant 
thing to be thankful, But if the thought that 


thy ſins were pardoned, finiſhed thy repentance, . 


and 


K.3 


1 4 J 
and dried up thy tears, thy repentance needs re- 
penting of, and thou art awfully deceived. 


Finally, My fellow chriſtians, let us fre- 
quently renew our recollection of former ſins, 
| our ſelf- examination, our meditations on thoſe 
| fubjeQts which firſt excited our abhorrence of ini- 
S quity; eſpecially our meditations on a bleeding 
Saviour. Let us daily renew our acceptance of 
Chriſt in all his offices, ſeeking forgiveneſs of 
our daily tranſgreſſions through his blood; and 
exerciſing ourſelves to keep a conſcience void of 
offence towards God and man. Thus, as true 
penitents, endeavouring to glorify God, adorn 
the goſpel, and ſerve our generation; we may 
hope to live in comfort, die in peace, and have 
an abundant entrance into the-everlaſting king- 


dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
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concerning ALLOWING the SABBATH. 


HrovcnorrT this Diſcourſe, it hath been 
ſuppoſed, that there is in force a divine 
mandate of hallowing the fabbath, which all are 
bound to obey, and contract guilt by neglecting. 
But the change in the diſpenſation, ſince the 
fourth commandment was given; the alteration 
of the day, from the ſeventh to the firſt of the 
week; and the manner that alteration was intro— 
duced, have afforded ſome perſons an occaſion of 
arguing againſt the obligation: the judgments of 
others ſeem unſettled, and confuſed about it: 
and thoſe who will profane the ſabbath, are by 
theſe things furniſhed with ſome plauſible excuſe, 
and preſerved from remorſe of conſcience on that 
account. For theſe reaſons, I judged it might 


be uſeful, to ſubjoin a few brief hints upon the 
ſubject. 


I. It ſhould be noticed, that the appointment 
of the ſabbath was long before the ceremonial 
law, even from the beginning of the creation; 
and therefore cannot, in it's own nature, be 
ceremonial, That Gen, ii. 1—3. are thus to be 

underſtood, 


$0 7 

underſtood, may be confirmed by the prohibition 
of gathering manna on the ſeventh day, Exod, 
xvi. previous to giving any. part of the law. 
The very language of the fourth commandment, 
% Remember. the ſabbath-day to keep it holy,“ 
as well as the reaſon aſſigned in the cloſe, evinces 
the ſame. And this is corroborated and illuſtrated 
by the general cuſtom of all ages and nations, 
(ſo far as I have read or heard) of computing 
time by week, or periodical returns of the 
ſeventh day. Of this fact, no reaſon can be 
aſſigned ſo ſatis factory, as ſuppoſing it to be the 
effect of an original inſtitution, handed down by 
tradition, amongſt all the deſcendants of Adam 
and Noah: which continued even after the infti-- 
tution that gave riſe to it, was forgotten. 


2. The: obfervation of the ſabbath, being 
made a part of: the Moſaic diſpenſation, . is inter- 
woven with-the whole ſyſtem. It is enforced in 
the moral law of ten commandments, as delivered 
from Mount Sinai, introduced in the midſt of 
their poſitive inſtitutions, and enforced by tem- 
poral puniſhments, to be executed by civil autho- 
Tity. This ſhews its importance: evinces, that 
it partakes of the excellency of the moral law: 
forms an eminent part of, and is fundamental to 
the maintenance of all inſtituted worſhip: . is 
typical and preparatory for the heavenly ſabbath: 
and on every account is proper to be enforced by 
the authority of the magiſtrate: who may not 
draw his ſword to-propagate ſyſtems of doctrine, 
or formulas of. worſhip: but may and ought to 
uſe 
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E 
uſe his authority to repreſs immorality and pro» 
faneneſs, and to promote the public worſhip of 
God in the land. The ſubſtance of this com- 
mandment is of a moral nature, To. ſeparate- 
ſome known, ſtated; and periodical' portion of 
our time to religious purpoſes, when all other 
engagements. being poſtponed, men ſhouldiafſem- 
ble to worſhip God, and learn his will; is evi- 
dently an,appointment reſulting from. the reaſon: 
and nature of things. The glorious perfections 
of God, the rational nature of man: our rela- 
tions and obligations to our Creator and Bene- 
factor, Governor and Judge: the honour he re- 
quires, and we owe him: our relations to each 
other, as ſocial creatures, who can. inſtruc, 
aſſiſt, affrct, and animate one another, by join- 
ing together in one common exerciſe; and our 
fatuation in ſuch a world as this; all render ſuch. 
an ordinance indiſpenſable. Repeal this com- 
mandment; prohibit this practice: you: render 


- public religion. a matter of indifference, or you- 


deſtroy it. Such a repeal, or prohibition, im- 
plies an-abſurdity; which cannot be ſaid of the 
repeal or probibition of any ceremonial, precept. 

The honour and worſhip of God, the intereſts. 
of religion and morality, and the beſt happi 
of mankind, would be — provided 
without ſuch an obſeryance.. 


3+ We cannot, indeed; from be ca 
nature of things, demonſtrate, that exactly one 
day in ſeven, and neither more or leſs, is re- 
quired for this moral duty, 


del. 


But the plain mat- 
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E 
ter of fact, that God hath, under every diſpen- 
fation, allotted that proportion invariably, a- 
mounts to the fulleſt demonſtration, that infinite 
Wiſdom judged it the beſt poſſible. And expe- 
rience proves, that the conſcientious obſervance 
of this proportion, interferes not with the advan- 
tageous management of either agriculture, manu- 
factures, or commerce; is exceedingly favour- 
able to the cauſe of liberty and humanity; tends 
greatly to civilize mankind as ſocial creatures, 
and fully ſuffices for maintaining and advancing 


religion in the world, as far as it is generally and 
ſtrictly obſerved. | 


4. But whether the day to be obſerved be the 


firſt, or the laſt, or any other of the ſeven, is evi- 
dently in itſelf indifferent. Only ſome one day 
muſt be pitehed upon, either by him that gives, 
or him that receives the law. Nothing can be 
more reaſonable, than that the Lawgiver ſhould 
determine this matter, and all his ſubjects acqui- 
eſce. Nothing more deſirable, than to be, by his 


determination, delivered from uncertainty and diſ- 


putation about it. But if he who inſtituted 
one day, afterwards change it for another, his 
authority demands our ſubmiſſion. He, who 
from the creation, appointed the ſeventh day, in 
remembrance of its completion; appears to have 
changed that day for the firſt, when an event had 
taken place, of ſtill greater conſequence to fallen 
finners. We now every week commemoarte the 
triumphant reſurrection of our divine Redeemer. 
To avoid needleſsly ſhocking Jewiſh. prejudices, 
this, 


{ ng } 
this (as ſome other changes) in the wiſdom of 
God, was effected, fileatly and gradually, by ex- 
ample, not by expreſs preeept. As chriſtians, all 
ſeem to have obſerved the firſt day of the week ; 
the Jewiſh converts were connived at, in obſery- 
ing the ſeventh alſo, together with circumciſion, 
and their other ceremonies. Our riſen Lord re- 
peatedly inet, and ſpake peace to his diciples, who 
on the firſt day of the week were aſſembled, if 
not the firſt time, yet, probably, afterwards by 
ſome intimation from him. It appears to have 
been on the firſt day of the week, when the diſci- 
ples heing of one accord in one place, the Holy 
Ghoſt came viſibly and audibly amongſt them. 
On the firſt day of the week, they met to break 
bread, as well as to hear the word preached. On 
the firſt day of the week, they were to lay by for 
the poor, as God had proſpered them in the pre- 
ceding week. St. John dignifies this day with 
the title of, The Lord's Day.” The firſt is the 
only day of the ſeven mentioned afterwards in the 
ſcripture, by way of favourable diſtinction: ſab- 
baths being ſpoken of as abrogated ceremonies, 
And eccleſiaſtical and civil hiſtory, with concur- 
ing evidence, repreſent it as the diſtinguiſhing 
practice of chriſtians, in all ages and nations ever 

ſince, to obſerve this day as ſacred to religion. 


5. Having determined it's obligation, let us briefly 
conſider how it ſhould be hallowed. The Lord 
of the ſabbath hath himſelf repeatedly allowed of 
works of neceſſity, and mercy. And in thus re- 
Laxing the rigour of the ceremonial part of the 

commandment, 
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dommandment, hath enforced the moral part, and 
implicitly prohibited allother works. But works 
of neceſſity muſt be fo, in reality, not pretence. 
Settling accounts, writing letters, paying labour- 
ers, making proviſion for indulgence of pride and 
luxury, &c. which create ſo much neceſſary work 
for the Lord's Day, are as bad, or worſe, than 
keeping open thop, and working at a trade, though 
Jeſs ſcandalous, No works which are done out 
of covetouſneſs, pride, or luxury, can conſiſt with 
hallowing a day to the Lord. Committing known 
fin is ſerving ſatan, and to employ a Lord's day in 
ſatan's ſervice, proves a man his faithful, willing, 
and indefatigable ſervant. Diverſions and trifling 
viſits, and indeed all viſits, whoſe direct object and 
tendency 1s not to glorify God, and edify one 
another, are inconſiſtent with hallowing the ſab- 
bath. But men have no leiſure on other days: 
that is to ſay, they have ſo much to do in the 
world, and for their bodies, that fix days are too 
little: and ſo little to do about their ſouls, and 
for God, that one day is too much; wherefore 
they muſt borrow time from the latter to eke out 
the former. Idleneſs is as bad, or worſe: for it 
implies, that we have nothing to do with ſpiritual 
things, or with and for God; or nothing worth 
doing. But indeed we have enough important, 
profitable, and pleaſant work to do on that day. 
That holy day, we are to honour and delight in, 
not doing our own pleaſure, nor fpeaking our own 
words thereon. Extraordinary diligence and ear- 
neſtneſs in ſearching the ſcriptures, examining our 


hearts and livcs, our ſtate and conduct, gn 
an 
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and ſecret devotion: If we have families, inſtruct- 


- Ing and praying for, and with them: and repeated- 


ly attending on public ordinances, will, even with 
early riſing, require much of this holy day. Edi- 
fying converſation, joined with ſocial worſhip, and 
acts of charity to the ſouls and bodies of men, de- 
mand all the remainder, that can be {pared from 
unavoidable avocations. He, who values his im- 
mortal ſoul, or has any love to God, deſire of his 
favour, delight in his ſervice, or zeal for his glory, 
will not complain of being required thus to hatlow 
one day in the week, as if it were a galling yoke; 
but will complain of himſelf, if depraved nature 
ſeem weary: and will deem it the beſt and moſt 
pleaſant day in the week. 


The general profanation of the Lord's day, 
proves the diſlike men have for religion, and the 
contempt they have for the authority and com- 
mandment of the Lord. Of thoſe who pay ſome 


decent reſpect to the day, multitudes, we allow, 


are formal hypocrites: and chriſtians, indeed, 
ſerve God every day. But ſhall we therefore, on 
ſuch pretences, undervalue this divine appoint- 
ment? God forbid !—That degree of reverence, 


. ſmall as it is, which is now paid to the chriſtian 


ſabbath, is ſo far a public proteſtation againſt 
atheiſm, infidelity, and profaneneſs; a public pro- 
feſſion of Chriſt's religion; and puts public hon- 
our upon God and his worſhip. All buſineſs be- 
ing by appointment ſuſpended, ſervants, labour- 
ers, mechanics, and tradeſmen, that is the bulk of 
mankind, have leiſure and opportunity to aflemble 
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and hear the word of God; and faith comes by 
hearing. Multitudes crowd the places where the 
word of God is preached, and many are converted. 
True chriſtians, being ſanctified but in part, loſe 
much of the vigour of their affections, by their 
unavoidable intercourſe with the world; which 
decays are- repaired, together with an increaſe of 
knowledge and grace, by ſtatedly and ſeriouſly 
hallowing the ſabbath. Could we but witneſs the 
univerſal hallowing the ſabbath, we might reaſon- 
ably hope for a proportionable increaſe of real re- 
ligion. Were it totally neglected, profaneneſs, 
ignorance, and infidelity, we may confidently 
foretell, would; barbarity, tyranny, 'and ſlavery, 
probably might, deluge the world. Let impartial 
judges then determine, from this imperfect {ketch, 
who are the beſt friends of mankind; they who 
would tolerate and vindicate it's profanation; or 


they who plead for, and would enforce its ſtrict 
obſervance, 


